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IT is with much diffidence I submit this 
Essay to public view, knowing my great 
inability to write upon a subject which 
many already have attained in a much 
higher degree than is here expressed ; and 
from such gratitude to the Great Giver of 
all our mercies will arise, not only to their 
own minds, but also to mine ; may they 
likewise recal the words of Solomon, "Give 
instruction to a wise man, and he will be 
yet wiser." (a) 

It may be queried, how can one so 
young point out a way like this, which they 
that are older only can ; for " days should 
speak, and multitude of years should teach 
wisdom." (b) It may be answered in the 
words of Elihu, " But there is a spirit in 
man ; and the inspiration of the Almighty 
giveth him understanding. Great men are 

(a) Prov. 9. 9. (h) Job. 32. 7, 8. 
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not always wise; neither do the aged 
understand judgment." 

This is not for the great and wise, who 
think they see, and have enough, but for 
the poor in spirit, who are sensible of their 
defects, and breathing after that spiritual 
food, which alone can nourish to everlasting 
life* It must not be supposed, that the 
path here described is that by which others 
must exactly walk, as the dealings of our 
Heavenly Father are widely diversified 
towards different individuals ; but at the 
same time, we must be made sensible, that 
w r e are all to become as little children, 
renewed in the spirit of our minds, having 
our hearts purified and made clean, before 
we can enter into that kingdom of holiness 
and peace, where those only who having 
in Christ died unto sin, and risen again 
unto a life of purity, and whose robes are 
washed in the blood of the Lamb, can be 
as the Angels in die Resurrection, rejoicing 
in the light, and life, and hope of everlasting 
felicity. 
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Therefore to the young particularly do 
I address myself, leaving these efforts in 
the hands of Him, who alone can water 
and bless the seeds which are sown. 

u See the sole bliss heav'n could on all bestow ! 

" Which who bat feels can taste, but thinks can know ; 

" Yet poor with fortune, and with learning blind, 

" The bad must miss ; the good untaught will find; 

" Slave to no sect, who takes no private road, 

" But looks through nature up to nature's God ; 

" Pursues that chain which links th' immense design, 

" Joins heav'n and earth, and mortal and divine; 

" Sees that no being any bliss can know, 

" But touches some above and some below ; 

" Learns, from this union of the rising whole, 

" The first, last purpose of the human soul ; 

" And knows where Faith, Law, Morals, all began, 

" All end, in love of God, and love of man. 

" For him alone, Hope leads from goal to goal, 

" And opens still and opens on his soul ; 

" Till lengthened on to Faith, and unconfined, 

" It pours the bliss that fills up all the mind : 

" He sees why nature plants in man alone 

" Hope of known bliss v and Faith in bliss unknown: 

" That virtue only makes our bliss below; 

" And all our knowledge is, ourselves to know." 

Pops. 



ON REGENERATION. 



SHEWING THE NECESSITY OF IT TO OBTAIN 
TRUE PEACE j CONVICTION THE FIRST 
WORK; THE EFFECTS OF CONVICTION 
CAUSING THE SOUL TO FLEE TO CHRIST 
AS THE ONLY REFUGE; AND LASTLY, 
THE HAPPY FRUITS. 



Chapter ft 



npHE Almighty, by the prophet Ezekiel, 
has declared, " Behold all souls are 
mine; as the soul of the father, so also the 
soul of the son is mine;" (a) therefore all 
are capable of salvation; otherwise the 
words of our Saviour had not been spoken 
to Nicodemus ; "Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, except a man be born again, he can- 

(*) Eaek. 18. 4. 
B 
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not see the kingdom of God." (b) These 
words are equally applicable to us, whether 
high or low, rich or poor; whether a doctor, 
a master of Israel, a learned scholar, a 
person of great abilities in other things ; 
we may have read long in the scriptures of 
truth, and have heard much weighty coun- 
sel and instruction; but ah! it perhaps 
may be, all the work is to do within still. 

Let us then preach this sermon of our 
Holy Redeemer's to our own soul : " unless 
I be born again, I cannot enter into heaven." 
Born again! what is that? Was ever such 
a thing done upon me ? Was ever I cast 
into the pangs of a new birth? And con- 
tinued I in those pangs until Christ Jesus 
was formed iu me? Are old things done 
away, and all things now become new? 
Are the old desires, the old conversation, 
quite abandoned and left? Are my prin- 
ciples new? My aims and ends new? My 

(b) John, 3. 3. 
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life and conversation new ? Only consider, 
O my soul, as if this sermon and all the 
rest had been preached to thee; surely 
there is a speaking of Christ from heaven ; 
" see that ye refuse not him" (says the 
Apostle) "that speaks from heaven." But 
let us proceed,, and " know assuredly that 
God has made that same Jesus, whom we 
have crucified with our affections and de- 
sires, both Lord and Christ :" (c) and who 
will, by convincing our soul of its corrup- 
tion and darkness, be the light of God 
shining into our soul, which will give us a 
view of our sad apostacy from the primitive 
state, of which it is said, we were created 
in the " image of God:" and will raise a 
cry in our hearts, "What shall we do?" 
we, " who had our conversation in times 
past in the lusts of the flesh, fulfilling the 
desires of the flesh, and of the mind ; and 
were by nature the children of wrath, even 
as others." (d) 

(e) Acts, 2. 36. (d) Eph. 2. 3. 
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How are we amazed when we view 
ourselves in this state ! " As the soul that 
sinneth it shall die/' says the prophet; 
when we compare the righteousness, ho- 
liness, and purity of that Being whom "no 
man shall see without holiness; (e) know- 
ing also that whatsoever the law says, it 
says to them who are under the law; "that 
every mouth might be stopped, and all the 
world become guilty before God." Bat ah! 
we must not begin to despair, because our 
sins have so long separated between us 
and our God. Look upon him who is 
spreading out his arms to receive us. He 
who is gracious and full of compassion; 
" who hath no pleasure in the death of him 
that dieth, but that we should repent and 
live!" (f) He came to receive sinners; 
yon, " to seek and to save that which was 
lost;** to bring home straying souls to die 
Father; to be the great peace-maker be- 

(O Httk It. 14. (/) Baek. 18. St. 
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tween God and man. Let us resolve to 
flee to him for life and salvation. Behold 
he is standing and knocking at the door of 
our hearts, if we will but hear and open 
unto him; that he may indeed come in and 
sup with us, and we with him. Let us be 
willing to obey this secret voice in the soul, 
that we may come to know this hidden 
mystery, Christ in our hearts the hope of 
glory; and feel an assurance that all old 
things are done away, and that all things 
are become new. That he may become 
our father, and that we may be his children. 
If we must not sit at his table, let us be 
willing to gather up the crumbs from it. 
Surely there is bread enough and to spare. 
Christ the true bread of life is enough for 
all. u For the bread of God is he which 
cometh down from heaven, and giveth life 
unto the world." (g) Let us earnestly 
crave this bread from heaven; for " he that 

(g) John, 6. 33. 
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cometh to me shall never hunger/' says oar 
Holy Redeemer, " and he that believeth 
on me shall never thirst" If we feel our- 
selves weary and heavy laden with sin, he 
hath promised, if we come unto him, he 
will give us rest If we are willing to have 
' our ways directed by his statutes, we shall 
find his ways to be ways of pleasantness, 
and all his paths peace; and " that his 
yoke is easy and his burden light" 

Let us come to this Mediator between 
God and our own souls, who said, " if I 
had not come and spoken unto them, they 
had not had sin, but now they have no 
cloke for their sin." Has he not waited 
long, that he might discover himself to us, 
when we knew it not, or did not regard it ? 
It is he who "pities us in our sorrows; 
and delights in us when we delight in him.' 9 
Can and ought we not to delight in him 1 
Only look around, for wherever we are we 
may think on him. Cast our eyes which 
way we will, we can scarcely look on any 
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thing but oar Saviour has taken the name 
of that very thing upon himself. Is it day? 
and do we behold the sun ? He is called 
the Sun of Righteousness. Or is it night ? 
and do we behold the stars ? He is called 
a star ; " There shall come a Star out of 
Jacob." Or is it morning? and do we 
behold the morning star ? He is called 
" the bright Morning Star." Or is it noon? 
and do we behold clear light all the world 
over? He is "that Light that lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world." 
If we look on the earth, and take a view of 
the creatures about us: do we see the 
sheep ? "Asa sheep before her shearer 
is dumb, so he opened not his mouth/' 
Or do we see a lamb? " Behold the Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the sins of the 
Vvorld." Do we see a shepherd watching 
*ver his flock ? "lam the good Shepherd, 
and know my sheep, and am known of 
mine/ 9 Or, do we see a fountain, rivers, 
wa* ■ rs ? He is called a fountain. " In 
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that day there shall be a Fountain opened 
to the house of David." Or do we see a 
tree good for food, or pleasant to the eye ? 
He is called " the Tree of Life ;" and u as 
the apple tree among the trees of the wood, 
so is my Beloved among the sons." Do 
we see a rose, a lily ? He is called a rose, 
a lily ; "lam the Rose of Sharon, and the 
Lily of the Vallies." Are we adorning our- 
selves, and taking a view of our garments? 
He is a garment; "Put ye on the Lord 
Jesus Christ. ,, Are we eating meat, and 
taking a view of our table ? " He is the 
true bread from heaven, the bread of life." 
Thus, wherever we look, we should ever 
think of him who should be our all in all. 
In him alone is comprised every comfort 
here below: all other things work our 
delight but as they look towards him. As 
a sick man does not feel the joy of a soun<f 
man's health, so neither does a stranger to 
Christ feel the joy of a believer in Christ 
What are all the things in this transitory 



17 

world to the love of our Redeemer? What 
are they in comparison of him, hut as a 
rain shadow, nothing? If there be any 
thing worthy a wish, it is eminently, trans- 
cendantly in him alone; there is no honour, 
no felicity like that which is in him who is 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 

O that we may be enabled to say, as 
Jacob did, when he saw the angels of God 
ascending and descending, "surely the Lord 
is in this place ; and I knew it not : if God 
trill be with me, and wiO keep me in this 
way that I go, and will give me bread to 
eat, and raiment to put on, so that I come 
to my father's house in peace ; then shall 
die Lord be my God." (h) 

If we are now favoured to arrive at this 
state of holy dependance, waiting till he, 
the enlivening, quickening spirit, manifests 
himself in our hearts, whereby we shall be 
enabled to say Abba, Father, my Lord and 

* 

(k) Gen. 28. 12,16, SO, 21. 
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my God ; who in his adorable mercy and 
goodness has borne so long with us when 
we slighted and resisted his good spirit in 
our minds ; and in his tender compassion 
and unbounded love towards us, has pro- 
mised never to leave nor forsake those who 
faithfully and truly serve him in their day 
and generation. 

Let us then dedicate body, soul and 
spirit unto him, who is the Rock of Ages, 
that we may drink of that pure fountain 
and partake of the fruition of that love, 
where we may sit under his shadow with 
great delight, and whose fruit will be sweet 
to our taste. " For, lo ! the winter is past, 
the rain is over and gone; the flowers 
appear on the earth; the time of the singing 
of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle 
is heard in our land ; the fig-tree putteth 
forth her green figs, and the vines, with the 
tender grape, give a good smell." (i) 

(%) Song of Sol. 2. 11, 12, 13. 
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HOW soon, alas ! do the darkening 
clouds cast a shadow over the vivifying 
rays of the sun, to prevent the promising 
and delightful spring from producing au- 
tumnal fruit, and bringing it to perfection! 
How ought we to watch, and strengthen 
the things which remain, which are ready 
to die ! The true path of self-denial is too 
apt to be deviated from, and then cool- 
ness and indifference step in the way, which 
hinder our progress Zion-ward; arising 
from a variety of causes as well as in 
different individuals ; as the too great love 
of the world, its ways and maxims, pride, 
&c. which all tend to lead the mind to 
vanity, and in the end produce vexation, 
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sorrow and disappointment In others, it 
may be as John the Divine said, when 
writing to the Church at Ephesus, " I know 
thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, 
and how thou canst not bear them which 
are evil : and thou hast tried them which 
say they are Apostles and are not ; and 
bast found them liars; and hast borne, 
and hast patience, and for my name's 
sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted* 
Nevertheless, I have somewhat against 
thee, because thou hast left thy first love. 
Remember therefore from whence thou art 
fallen, and repent, and do the first works; 
or else I will come unto thee quickly, and 
will remove thy candlestick out of his place, 
except thou repent, (j) 

It may also arise from the decay of 
those lively apprehensions the soul enjoyed 
in the love of the Almighty, whilst it felt 
the freeing of the soul from that sin it 

0) Rev. I. *— 5. 
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sighed so deeply under. Strive to examine 
the secret causes of these relapses, which 
occasion drowsiness and lukewarmness. It 
is not what we were, but what we now are, 
that he who sees all our hearts looks at. 

But while we retain the first impressions 
of the mercy of him whom we love, because 
he first loved us, our souls will be humbled, 
and we shall be more willing to submit to 
his yoke which is easy, and his burden 
which is light* 

We must therefore look to ourselves, 
that we lose not those things we have 
already gained, but that we receive a full 
reward. Persevere then and go on to per- 
fection ; for if we be willing and obedient, 
we shall eat the good of the land. Let us 
not get into deadness without endeavouring 
to search the grounds of our corruptions in 
the which we also walked, when we lived 
in them, but earnestly seek after a dear 
view of the narrow way which leads to 
everlasting life ; and the necessity of con- 
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forming our lives to the cross and suffering* 
of our Holy Redeemer. " It is a faithful 
saying : if we be dead with him, we shall 
also live with him; for if we live after the 
flesh, we shall die; but if we through the 
spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, we 
shall live." Day after day will more fully 
convince us of the straitness of that path 
of which they who have gone before have 
testified, who fought the good fight of faith, 
esteeming the reproach of Christ greater 
riches than all the treasures of the world: 
and we must, as they did, strive to enter 
in at the strait gate; for wide is the gate, 
and broad is the way that leadeth to de- 
struction, and many there be which go in 
thereat; because strait is the gate, and 
narrow is the way, which leadeth to life, 
and few there be that find it. 

We must become as little children, 
humbling ourselves, and resigning ourselves 
into the hands of our Redeemer; for, says 
he, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh 
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not all that he hath, he cannot be my dis- 
ciple. As we were all born in sin, so we 
must ascend out of the spirit of the world, 
for hereunto were we called; because " he 
also suffered for us, leaving us an example 
that we should follow his steps." The soul 
must be reclaimed from earthly mindedness, 
and renewed in divine love ; that " as we 
have borne the image of the earthly, we 
shall also bear the image of the heavenly." 
If we look around to the various objects 
without, they will gain us nothing. For 
what shall it profit us if we shall gain the 
whole world and lose our own soul? or 
what shall we give in exchange for our 
soul? (k) We must be truly converted, 
or we cannot enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. We must be changed from the 
earthly to the heavenly, or else how can 
we expect, "that we which are alive and 
remain, shall be caught up together with 

(k) Mark, 8. 36,37. 
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the redeemed in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air; and so to be ever with 
the Lord ? 

Look then to the centre of the soul, for 
he who speaks with the still small voice is 
there, (being the most inward,) if we would 
but regard it! That we may not be of the 
number of those, who have received the 
mark of the beast, that were to be cast into 
the lake that burnetii with fire and brim- 
stone, but of those who drink of that river 
which is pure and clear as crystal, proceed- 
ing out of the throne of God and the Lamb. 
Where there will be no need of candle, 
neither light of the sun, for the Lord God 
- giveth them light, and they shall reign for 
ever and ever. (I) 

This is that eternal and spiritual land 
of peace which Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
with all the glorified spirits inhabit, and 
where we also shall gain an entrance and 

(l) Rer. 22. 1—5. 
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be partakers of their bliss, if we go on from 
conquering to conquer, till faith be swal- 
lowed up of victory. Gome then all that 
are athirst, and take of the water of life 
freely, for he that overcometh shall inherit 
all things, and I will, says the Almighty, 
be ilia God, And he shall be my son. (m) 



(m) Rev. 81. 7. 



D 



G&aptcr E3» 



IF the soul now begins to see a greater 
necessity for a complete death and a per- 
fect conformity to the Cross of Christ, let 
not die hindering tilings of time intercept 
its way, but be willing to count all things 
loss for the excellency of him, of wnom 
the Apostle said, I have suffered the loss 
of all things, and do count them but dung, 
that I may win Christ (n) That we 
may enter upon a strict enquiry into our 
heart, and search it as with the candle of 
the Lord, that every tiling that is impure 
may be done away, purging out all the 
old leaven, that we may be made a new 
lump* (o) Seeing there is no safety in 

( n) PW1. 3. 8. (o) 1 Cor. 5. T. 
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anything, save in the cross; let ua flee 16 it, 

that the enemy may not gain any access 

or influence over ns; but let us die daily 

to the evil which still, exists in us. For 

" if we have been planted together in the 

likeness of his death; we shall be also in 

the likeness of his resurrection/' (p) 

. And though discouragements may at 

times arise through the subtlety of, the 

enemy, yet if we are favoured, to persevere 

in ibis true path of self-denial, taking up 

euf daily cross, we shall partake of the 

divine presence shining in our hearts, in-% 

vigorating and refreshing us r as the dew of 

Herman* which descended upon the mount 

tuns of Zion; and as the showers upon 

the tender grass, strengthening and sup-* 

porting the drooping spirits. It is good; 

•ays the Prophet Jeremiah, " that we should 

both hope and quietly wait for the salvation 

of the Lord/' (q) 

^•- frjltan. &5* (Y)Iak»3**& 
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It is in this state of holy deperidance 
that we shall know his will concerning 04 
that we may delight to do it, and bring all 
our own will to the subjection of this ctosfc 
for without him we can do nothing ; lefiae 
not him then that speaketb from heaven. 
But let ns come to mount Sios, the city of 
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. 
To the generhl assembly of the church of 
the first born which are written in heaven* 
and to God the judge of all, and to the 
spirits of just men made perfect, and to 
Jesus, the mediator of .the new covenant, 
and to the blood of sprinkling, which speak 
eth better things than that of Abel. Seeing 
we also are encompassed about with so great 
a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every 
weight and the sin which doth so easily 
beset us, and run with patience the race 
that is set before us, looking up to him who 
is the author and finisher of our faith. 

Let us proceed cheerfully in the strait 
way of resignation, striving against sin, 



which most be wholly separated from the 
spirit, with all its members; that all the 
* object* of groveling desire, and compia* 
cency in them, . may be crucified: anger, 
wrath, malice, filthy cottmunication, having 
pat off the old man with his deeds, and put 
ob the new man,, which is renewed in 
knowledge, after the image of him that 
created us. Let us be clothed with kind- 
ness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long- 
suffering, forbearing one another, and for- 
giving one another ; and above all things, 
putting on charity, which is the bond of 
perfectness : that we may grow in the pure 
life and enjoyment of those spiritual gifts, 
which exceedingly refresh and quicken the 
heart amidst discouragements, or persecu- 
tion, or whatever it be, that may arise to 
weaken our faith, that we may be purified 
as in the furnace of affliction, resigning 
ourselves, and all we call our own, to him 
alone, to whom our body, soul, and spirit 
must be dedicated; whose is the kingdom, 
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and the power and the glory. To sue! 
alone our Saviour says, " he that hatt 
forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, cm 
father, or mother, or wife, or children, 01 
lands, for my name's sake, and followed 
me in the Regeneration, shall receive an 
hundred fold, and shall inherit everlastfef 
life. 



.1 






Chapter 3FS7< 



> WHILE endeavouring to pursue that 
path -which alone leads to life, we should 
&void feeding the soul with unprofitable 
imaginations, which are as the shadow 
over the noon day sun, obscuring for a time 
bis refulgent light from our view, though 
he shines with equal lustre behind the cloud* 
So is the mind when overshadowed by rea- 
sonings. The sweet meditation, and divine 
presence of our Holy Redeemer is obscured 
fiomoiir souls by our not sufficiency guard- 
ing against that enemy who is continually 
laying his snares to entrap us, either in 
thought, word, or in deed, and through 
which we suffer loss; ifwedonotfleetothe 
cross, and " cast down every, imagination, 
and every high thing that exalteth itself 
against the knowledge of God, and bring 
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into captivity every thought to the obedience 
of Christ." / 

Faith and perseverance must here unite. 
We need faith, to believe that, by the 
power of the Son of Righteousness, we 
may overcome these imaginations; and 
perseverance, that we faint not, bat pursue 
our journey through this vale of tears, /" 
we have put all our enemies under our i& 
of which these vain thoughts form a pwt: 
that we may, by checking and endeavouring 
to restrain these wandering and flighty no- 
tions whenever they arise, have our mmfe 
enlightened by him who shines into 'the 
dark and benighted soul : " In whom we 
have redemption through his Wood, even 
the forgiveness of sins; and he is before 
all things, and by him all things consist" 
(r) For through him we have access bg 
one spirit unto the Father. It is declared, 
"the natural mem receiveth not the things 

(r) Col..4. 14j ft. 
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'Of the spirit of God: for they are foolishness 
unto him: neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned/' (*) 
But the Comforter, which is the Holy 
Ghost, whom the Father hath sent in Jesus' 
name, will teach us all things, and bring 
all things to our remembrance whatsoever 

hath said unto us. (t) That his peace 
ay remain with us. In the world we 
shall have tribulation, but in him peace. 

Who then is among us that feareth die 
Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his servant* 
that walketh in darkness, and hath no light? 
Let him trust in the name of the Lord and 
stay upon his God : (u) not upon our own 
strength must we trust, for of ourselves we 
can do nothing as we ought; no! not even 
think a good thought Be not deceived ; 
God is not mocked : for whatsoever a man 
sowetb, that shall he also reap. If we sow 
to the flesh, we shall of the flesh reap cor* 

(s) 1 Cor. 2. 14. (t) John, 14. *6. 

(m) Isai. 50. 10. 

E 
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ruption ; but if we sow to the spirit, we 
shall of the spirit reap life everlasting, (y) 
And as it is written, " eye hath not seen, 
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the 
heart of man the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him." (w) 

O this divine love, with which the soul 
will be filled ! This internal converse which 
cannot be easily moved by the things of 
time and sense ; for we are crucified with 
Christ; nevertheless we live ; yet not we, 
but Christ liveth in us : and the life which 
we now live in the flesh, we live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved us and 
gave himself for us. The wind bloweth 
where it listeth, and we hear the sound 
thereof, but cannot tell whence it cometh 
an4 whither it goeth : so is every one that is 
born of the spirit, (tf) Therefore, as many 
as received him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God, even to them that 

(c) Gal. 6. 7. 8. (w) 1 Cor. 2. 9. 

(x) John, 3. 8. 
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believe on his name ; which were born not 
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 
the will of man, but of God. (y) And 
the Almighty, by the propet Isaiah, says, I 
will pour water upo& him that is thirsty, 
and floods upon the dry ground: I will 
pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my 
blessing upon thine offspring; and they 
shall spring up as among the grass, as 
willows by the water courses, (z) 

Seeing then we have a great High Priest^ 
that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the 
Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. 
For we have not an. High Priest which 
cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities; but was in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin. Let us 
therefore come boldly unto the throne of 
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help in time of need, (a) 

(y) John, 1. 12,13. (2) Isai.44»3. 

(«) Heb.4. 14,15,16. 
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IF the soul has now in a great measure 
brought into captivity every thing that ex- 
alteth itself against the knowledge of God, 
and his holy presence dawns in its room, 
we begin to feel in a great degree freed 
from those vain thoughts, which so short 
a time before continually presented them- 
selves to our view. But while we are 
enjoying the beauty and sweetness of the 
gifts of hearing, seeing, touching, tastings 
and smelling, of these faculties, and in the 
objects themselves which are most of them 
hat streams, we must be aware of taking 
too much delight in them, and thereby be 
entangled, supposing that the streams are 
the fountain itself. It is the Lord alone 
that will be unto us a place of broad rivers 
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and streams; wherein shall go ho galley 
with oars, neither shall gallant ships pass 
thereby; (6) Who dwelleth also with them 
that are of a contrite and humble spirit, (c) 
Though the Lord be high yet hath he respect 
unto the lowly ; but the proud he knoweth 
afar off. (d) 

By grace are we saved through faith ; 
and that not of ourselves : it is the gift of 
God : not of works lest any man should 
boast. For " the grace of God that bringetb 
salvation hath appeared to aH men, teaching 
us that denying ungodliness, and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, 
and godly, in this present world ; looking 
for that blessed hope, and the glorious ap- 
pearing of the Great God, and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ: who gave himself for us, that 
lie might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto himself a peculiar people zealous 
of gftod works.' 
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(6) Isai. 53. 21. (c) Isai. 57. 15. 

(4) Fs. 138. 6. 
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Be still ; and know that he who said, " I 
am that I am," remains the same to-day, 
yesterday and for ever: he will arise for 
oar help and comfort, that we may enjoy a 
foretaste of that glorious kingdom, "where 
the wicked cease from troubling, and the 
weary are at rest." He who was the still 
small voice that appeared to the prophet 
Elijah, and who also will be a swift re- 
prover of evil in our hearts, and whisper 
peace when we do well ; he who will hide 
us in the secret of his presence from the 
pride of man; will keep us secretly in a 
pavilion from the strife of tongues. For the 
Lord God is a sun and shield ; the Lord 
will give grace and glory; no good thing 
will he withhold from them that walk up- 
rightly, (e) The work of righteousness 
shall be peace ; and the effect of righteous- 
ness quietness and assurance for ever. And 
my people shall dwell in a peaceable babi- 

(#) Pa. 84. 11. 
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tation, and in sure dwellings, and in quiet 
resting places, (f) The name of the Lord 
is a strong tower; the righteous runneth 
into it, and is safe, (g) The steps of a 
good man are ordered by the Lord ; though 
he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down ; 
for the Lord upholdeth him with his hand. 
(h) Like as a father pitieth his children, 
so the Lord pitieth them that fear him. (t) 
He also will hear their cry, and will save 
them. For his anger endureth but a mo- 
ment ; in his favour is life, (j) In a little 
wrath I hid my face from thee for a mo- 
ment; but with everlasting kindness will 
I have mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy 
Redeemer, (k) 

If we have thus far proceeded in our 
Christian course, let us press on towards 
the mark for the prize of our high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus, who for the joy that 

(/) Isai. 32. 18. (g) Prov. it. 10. 

(*) Ps. 37. 23, 24. (i) Ps. 103. 13. 

(j) Ps. 30. 5. (k) Isai. 54. t. 



40 

was set before him, endured the cross, 
despising the shame. The Lord waitetk 
to be gracious, saying unto us, will ye 
not be made clean? when shall it once 
be ? (/) He draweth us with the cords of 
a man, with bands of love ; (m) come then 
to this cross, and glory in nothing save in 
it alone, that the axe may be laid to the 
root of the tree of self, that it may be hewn 
down, and cast into the fire; having all the 
refined selfishness with which the soul is 
entangled, removed thereby ; being willing 
to offer up the very good itself as Abraham 
did his only son Isaac. That we may rise 
again in the pure life of love and innocency, 
being workers together with him, not having 
received the grace of God in vain, (for he 
saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, 
and in the day of salvation have I succoured 
thee; behold now is the accepted timej 
behold, now is the day of salvation.) (n) 

(l) Jer. 13. «7. (m) Hos. 11. 4. 

(n) t Cor. 6. l,f. 
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And the Apoetle fttrthet exhorts, " be 
ye etpof*te, eaitb the Lotd, and teach not 
the tmdean thing; aftd I will receive yon, 
and will be ft Father ttnto yetl* and yeefca» 
be ay send and daughter, eaitb the Lord 
Almighty." fe> Feat not, little fleete, fcf 
it ie yon* Father's gMd pfeaewfe te give 
you the kingdom, (p) Be fiat aeha&ietf 
of the testimony of ©ur Lefd. fj/- Who- 
soever shaU ceflfe&J ifte before men, (eay* 
oiir Holy Redeemer,) him will I eetifee* 
alee before my Fafter, which le in heaven $ 
but whoaosver shall deay tue before jam, 
him trill I alee deny before t&y father 
which is in teatem frj And wheeeever 
shall be ashamed efine, ftfid ef toy wftfd* 
in tbie adulterous and sinfUl gefterattott ; of 
him also shall the Seta of Man be ashamed 
when fee cottetb in the glery of hie Father 
with the holy Angela. (*) 

(•) 2 Cor. 6. 17, 18. (» ***«* t8 « 3 *» 

(f > TiA. 1. 8. (r) Matt 10. 32, 33. 

0) ttfcrk ft. 3& 

P 
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Let us add to our faith virtue; and to 
virtue knowledge ; and to knowledge tem- 
perance; and to temperance patieqpe; and 
to patience godliness; and to godliness 
brotherly kindness ; and to brotherly kind- 
ness charity. For if these things be in you, 
says the apostle, and abound, they make 
you that ye shall neither be barren nor un- 
fruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ But he that lacketh these things 
is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath 
forgotten that he was. purged from his old 
sins. (0 Let us then in all our ways, ac- 
knowledge him, and he will direct our paths. 
Commit thy works unto the Lord, and thy 
thoughts shall be established, (it) Commit 
thy way unto him, trust also in him and he 
shall bring it to pass, (v) 

If the Lord is our light and salvation, 
whom shall we fear ? if he is the strength 
of our life, of whom shall we be afraid ? 

(I) 1 Pet. 1. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9v (n) Pro*. 16. 3. 

iv) Pa. 37* 5. 
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In God we have put our trust, we will not 
fear what flesh can do unto us. (w) Fear 
not ; for I am with thee : I will bring thy 
seed from the east, and gather them from 
the west ; I will say to the north, give up ; 
and to the south, keep not back : bring my 
sons from far, and my daughters from* the 
ends of the earth.; even every one that is 
called by my name: for I have created 
him for my glory, I have formed him ; yea 
I have made him* (x) 

Yes, these are thy work*, thou unchangeable friend, 

Inviting to mansions above : 
O ! still to thy flock, like a shepherd extend 

The crook of thy mercy and love. 
Till taught by thy precepts and cheered by thy light, 
Escap'd from the regions of darkness and night, 

They wait to receive thy commands. 



(it) Pa, 27. 1,56,4, (x) Isai. 43. 5,6, 7. 
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THOUGH we may be as Israel wai 
detained ifi Bgypt, that is ia flesh and blood, 
yet if we are pressing forward to our incor- 
ruptible inheritance, having in ft measure 
attained that state of innocency and pone 
love, free from those passions and evil 
affections which the soul so lately laboured 
under; we must, " as new born babes, de- 
sire the sincere milk pf the word, tfrat we 
may grow thereby; if so be we have tasted 
that the Lord is gracious/ 9 May it be our 
earnest desire and privilege to partake of 
the milk of that Eternal Word, distilling 
its virtues into our souls, that we may be 
nourished and fed thereby. That we may 
grow as the willow by the water courses, 
and as a lily in the gaptep of the &ord, 
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sing refreshed with the dew of heaven, 
ad quickened by the beams of the Son of 
igfateousiiess, whose enlivening presence 
■joices the heart. For '' by one spirit are 
e all baptised into one body, whether 
ews or Gentiles, bond or free; and have 
sen all made to drink into one spirit." (y) 
While we are partaking of the influences 
f this spirit, clothed with humility and 
teekness, wtting at the feet of our Holy 
Ledeemer, endeavouring to follow peace 
ith all men, Mid holiness, without which 
e oannot see his fttce, we most look ditt- 
ently lest we fail of the grace of God ; 
;st any foot of bitterness springing up 
ouble us, and thereby many be defiled ; 
ot being redeemed with silver and gold, 
at with the precious blood of Christ ; (a) 
ho was delivered for our offences, and 
deed again for our justification; (&) for 
Christ be not risen, then there is no re- 

Of) 1 Car. 12. 13. (a) t Pat. 1. 18, 19* 

<J>) Rom. 4. 23. 
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surrection of the dead, then is the preaching 
of the apostles vain, we are yet in our sins: 
(c) but now is Christ risen from the dead, 
that we should walk in newness of life. 
For in that he died, he died unto sin once; 
but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 
Likewise, let us reckon ourselves also to be 
dead indeed unto sin; but alive unto God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, (d) It is 
by the Holy Spirit which dwelleth in us, 
that we are enabled to hold fast the form 
of sound words, which we have heard, 
and to keep alive all those goad tkxngs 
which have been committed to us, (e) 
that we may partake of the streams of that 
river, which makes glad the city of our 
God, the tabernacles of the most High. 
God is in the midst of her; she shall not 
be moved: God shall help her, and that 
right early. Thou who lovest righteousness 
and hatest wickedness: therefore Ggd, thy 

(c) l Cor. 15. 14, 13, 17, 20. (d) Rom. 6. 4, 10, 11. { 

(<) % Tim. 1. 14, 13, 14. 
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God, hath anointed thee with the oil of 

gladness above thy fellows. (/) 

The Lord is nigh unto them that are of 

a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a 

contrite spirit. He knoweth the days of the 
upright, and their inheritance shall be for 
ever. I have been young, (says the sweet 
Psalmist,) and now am old ; yet have I 
not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed 
begging bread* He is ever merciful and 
lendeth ; and his seed is blessed. Mark 
the perfect man, and behold the upright: 
for the end of that man is peace, (g) 

Hope, with its anchor fasten'd here 
Can smile at storms, and death and fear ; 
Tho' angry tempests round her swell, 
Tis her's in humble peace to dwell. 
Hope doth immortal grace inspire ; 
And he that wakes this strong desire, 
Gives us the earnest of his love, 
And will fulfil our hopes above. 



if) Ps. 45. 7. (#) Ps. 37. 18, 55, 26, 37. 
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IF we ate no¥r comfe experimtaUffly to 
witness what it is to be torn of the spirit, 
and to feel its effects, which are holy peacs 
and joy, by which we shall be qualified to 
do the divine will, continuing in the fiLfttt, 
grounded and settled, and not mtiVod itae 
the hope of the gospel, which We hart 
heard, (i) Let as not be wteaiy ill weB 
doing; for in due sefcson we shall reap if 
we faint not (j) Let us hold fafct the pro- 
fession of our faith without wavering. (I) 
Looking to ourselves, that we lose not those 
things which we have wrought; but that 
we receive a full reward. (I) Beware, 
lest being led away by the tttor of the 
wicked, we fall from oil* 6Wn gtedftdtness. 
For we are made partakers of Christ, if we 
hold the beginning of our confidence sted- 

(i) CoL 1. 23. (j) Gal. 6. 9. (k) Heb. 10. 23. 

(I) f Jofoj, 8. 
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ist unto the end. (m) For if after we 
ave escaped the pollutions of the world 
irough the knowledge of our Lord and 
aviour, we are again entangled therein, 
nd overcome; the latter end is worse with 
s than the beginning. For it had been 
etter for us not to have known the way of 
ighteousness, than, after we have known 
:, to turn from the holy commandment 
elivered unto us. (n) 

Behold the wrath which is revealed 
•om heaven against all ungodliness and 
nrighteousness of men, as well as thd 
rivileges and happiness of those whose 
rod is the Lord, which the Almighty de- 
lares by the prophet Isaiah. Hear ye 
lat are far off, what I have done; and, 
e that are near, acknowledge my might, 
"he sinners in Zion are afraid; fearful* 
ess hath surprised the hypocrites. Who 
mong us shall dwell with the devour- 
lg fire ? Who among us shall dwell with 

(m) * Pet. 5.17. Heb. 3. 14. 
(n) 2 Pet. 2. 20, 21. 

G 
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everlasting burnings? He that walketh 
righteously, and speaketh uprightly ; he 
that despiseth the gain of oppressions, that 
ahaketh his hands from holding of bribe*, 
that stoppeth his ears from hearing of 
Mood, and shntteth his eyes from seeing 
evil; he shall dwell on high: his place of 
defence shall be the munitions of rocks: 
bread shall be given him; his waters-shall 
be sure. Thine eyes shall see the king fe 
his beauty : they shall behold the land that 
is very far off. (o) A book of remembrance 
is written before the Lord, for them that 
fear him, and that think upon his name: 
and they shall be mine, saith the Lord 4f 
Hosts, in that day when I make up my 
jewels ; and I will spane them, as a man 
spareth his own son that serveth him; Tbm 
shall ye return, and discern between' the. 
righteous and the wicked ; between him that 
serveth God, and him that serveth him not 
(p) Fer who is he that can harm us if 

(•) Isai. 33. 13, 14, 15, 16, 17. 
(f) Mai. 3. 16, 17, 18. 
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we be followers of that which is good? (9) 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 

but. the Lord delivereth him out of- them 

all. (r) God is faithful, who will not suffer 

us to be tempted above what we are able ; 

but will with the temptation also make a 

way to escape, that we may be able to bear 

it: (s) for unto the upright there ariseth 

light in the darkness, (f) The righteous 

shall hold on his way, and be stronger and 

stronger. . And they that love the Lord 

shall be as the sun, when he goeth forth in 

his might, (u) The ransomed of the Lord 

shall return, and come to Zion with songs 

and everlasting joy upon their heads: they 

shall obtain joy and gladness; and sorrow 

and sighing shall flee away, (v) Their in* 

heritance shall be for ever: and they shall 

receive a crown of glory that fadeth not 

away, (t») He that sitteth on his throne 

(tf) 1 Pet. 3. IS. (r) Pi. 34. 19. (#) 1 Cor. 10. 13. 

(0 Ps. 112. 4. («) Job. 17. 9. Judges 5. 31. 

(v) Isai. 35. 10. (tc) Ps. 37. 18. 1 Pet. 5. 4. 
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in heaven shall dwell among them; They 
shall hunger no more, neither thirst a»y 
more; neither shall the sun light on then, 
nor any heat: for the Lamb which isia 
the midst of the throne shall feed then, 
and shall lead them unto Hying fountains 
of waters ; and God shall make them driak 
of the river of his pleasures: and all tears 
shall be wiped from their eyes ; and there 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
crying, neither any more pain: for the 
former things are passed away: and behold 
all things are made new. (x) Hast thou 
not known? hast thou not heard, that the 
everlasting God, the Lord, the Creator of 
the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither 
is weary? There is no searching of his un- 
derstanding. He giveth power to the faint; 
and to them that have no might he increas- 
ed strength. Even the youths shall faint 
and be weary, and the young men utterly 
fall: but they that wait upon the Lord stall 

(x) Rev. 7. 15, 16, 17. Ps. 36. 8. Rev. tl. 4, 5. 
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renew their strength ; they shall mount Up 
with wings as eagles; they shall run, and 
not be weary; and they shall walk and not 
faint, (y ) Fear not ; for I hare redeemed 
thee, I have called thee by thy name ; thou 
art mine. When thou passest through the 
waters, I will be with thee; and through 
the rivers, they shall not overflow thee; 
when thou walkest through the fire, thou 
shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame 
kindle upon thee. For I am the Lord thy 
God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour ; 
I gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia 
and Seba for thee, (z) Behold I have 
refined thee, but not with silver; I have 
chosen thee in the furnace of affliction. 
For kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and 
their queens thy nursing mothers, and thou 
shalt know that I am the Lord ; for they 
shall not be ashamed that wait for me. 
How beautiful upon the mountains are the 
feet of him that bringeth good tidings, 

(y) Isai. 40. 28, 29, 30, 31. (*) Isai. 43. 1, 2, 3. 
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that pnblisheth peace ; that bringeth good 
tidings of good, that pnblisheth salvation; 
that saith unto Zion, thy God reigneth! (a) 
If therefore we have received Christ Jesus 
the Lord, so let us walk in him; holding 
faith, and a good conscience; and con* 
tinning in his loVe; that when he shall 
appear, we may have confidence, and not 
be ashamed before him at his coming. (6) 
Knowing that if onr earthly house of Ail 
tabernacle were dissolved, we have a build* 
ing of God, a house not made with hand?, 
eternal in the heavens. For which cause 
we faint not; but though our outward man 
perish, yet the inward man is renewed day 
by day. And though the world passetfc 
away, and the lusts thereof; nevertheless 
we, according to the promise of God, look 
for new heavens, and a new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness, (c) 

(a) Isai. 52. 7, . 
(6) Col. 2.6. 1 Tim. 1.19. John, 15. 9. Uohn,2. 28. 
(c) 2 C«r. 5. 1,4,16. 1 John, 2. 17. 2 Pet 3.1*. 
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Cone thai mmd enjoy the sweet harmony 
of that kingdom where die spirits, far from 
envying the different beauties they each 
possess, sweetly incline to mutual love and 
agreement! We being branches of the one 
pure root, from whence we each partake of 
the same nourishment, and life from the 
same quickening spirit. I am the vine, says 
our Holy Redeemer, ye are the branches ; 
he that abideth in me, and I in him, the 
same bringeth forth much fruit; for without 
me ye can do nothing, (d) For as the 
body is one, and hath many members, and 
all the members of that one body, being 
many, are one body; so also is Christ, (e) 
He that hath my commandments, and 
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me; and 
he that loveth me, shall be loved of my 
Father, and I will love him, and manifest 
myself to him. (f) I will pray the 
Father, and he shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with you for 

(d) Jofcu, 15. 5. (0 1 Cor. 1*. 12. </) Jobn, 14. 21. 
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ever ; even the Spirit of Truth ; whom the 
world cannot receive, because it seeth him 
not, neither knoweth him; but ye know 
him; for he dwelleth with you and shall 
be in you. (g) By this shall all men know 
that ye are my disciples, if ye have love 
one to another, (ft) 

When this love doth abound that is perfect and pare, 

No terrors alarm and no vices allure. 

So solid -and lasting its virtues are seen, 

Its fruits ever fine and its leaves ever green ; 

In all ages and climates admired and renown'd, 

From the love of the highest they solely redound. 

On every condition it breathes a content, 

With the bless'd recollection of moments well spent 

It sweetens our bitters, it comforts our toil ; 

It melts down the mountains, and softens the soil : 

It strengthens in weakness, in sickness it heals, 

And pleasures rewarding to sorrow unseals. 

It brightens in trials, as gold when refin'd, 

The dross in the furnace when leaving behind. 

Should we buy it with suffering and losses of all 

The flocks in the field, and the herds in the stall ; 

The purchase were cheap, since alone it procures 

A fitness for bliss, which for ever endures. 

<S) John, 14. 16, 17. (A) John, 13. 35. 
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SPIRITUAL IMPROVEMENTS 

OF 

THE NAMES 

OF THE 

Antedeluvian Patriarchs. 



€o ti)t fttatyr* 



IT may be a query in some minds, what 
view could the writer have in choosing the 
names of the ten Antedeluvian Patriarchs, 
and also the Journies of the Children of 
Israel, appearing in our language so insig- 
nificant and uninteresting. It is replied, 
first, that whatsoever things were written 
aforetime, were written for our learning, 
that we through patience and comfort of the 
Scriptures, might have hope; and which 
are profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness; 
that such as desire to serve the Almighty 
in truth and sincerity, might be perfect, 
thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 
In the second place, while endeavouring to 
trace the meaning of these names from the 
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Hebrew, the important signification they 
each bear has created such secret pleasure 
in her own mind, and grateful feeling to 
Him in whom we live, and move, and have 
our being, as excited a sympathetic desire 
that others might equally with herself see 
the transcendent excellence which these 
Divine truths, both moral and spiritual, 
comprehend ; that we may, as in a lively 
type, discover in these names the great 
work of Regeneration with which our eternal 
happiness is so closely connected* Instead 
of these studies appearing difficult and te- 
dious, they will be found to yield the most 
delightful variety in our passage to that 
land, " whose springs will be our guide, 
and where we shall hunger and thirst no 
more, nor shall the heat nor sun smite us, 
but he that hath mercy will lead us/ 9 (a) 

(a) Isai.49. 10, 
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THE TEN ANTEDELUVIAN 
PATRIARCHS: 



As recorded in the Fifth Chapter of Genesis, where their 
Age, Death, fyc. are mentioned; also in the First 
Chapter of the First Book of Chronicles ; as prefatory 
to the succeeding Genealogies* 



npHE first is the name of Adam, which 
according to Parkhurst's Hebrew Lexi- 
con signifies Man, the appellative of human 
nature; though the most usual derivation 
of this name is from earth, of which, it is 
said, man is formed. By this name may 
be represented the unregenerate state of 
human nature. It is written, the first man 
Adam was made a living soul; the last 
Adam a quickening spirit. The first man 
is of the earth, earthy ; the second man is 
the Lord, from heaven. And as we bear 
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the image of the earthy, we shaU also bear 
the image of the heavenly, (h) The Lord 
hath formed the spirit of man within him, 
he hath made us this soul, (c) He hath 
created ns for his glory; he hath formed 
us for himself, that we should shew forth 
his praise, (d) 

The second name is Seth orSHETH,that 
is, Set or Settled, as a foundation, because 
he was a figure of Christ, who i%the foun- 
dation of the true church, upon whom ye 
must build, and who is our true regeneration, 
which produces light and life in us. For 
except a man be born again of water and 
of the spirit, he cannot enter into the king- 
dom of God. (e) It is not of the corrupti- 
ble seed we can be born again, but of the 
incorruptible, by the word of God, which 
liveth and abideth for ever, (f) 

(b) 1 Cor. 15. 47, 49. (e) Zech. 12. 1. ' Jer. 38. 16. 

(d) Isai. 43. 7, «1. (e) John 3. 5. 

(f) 1 Pet. 1. *8» 
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The third, Enos or Enosh, Infirm, 
Wretched, thus called from the state into 
which man fell by sin. This the believing 
Seth acknowledged in the name of his first- 
born: for "then began men to call upon the 
name of the Lord.* 9 (g) In this state we 
feel ourselves poor and naked, and that 
the weight of sin presseth so upon us, that 
we groan within ourselves, waiting for the 
adoption, to wit, the redemption of our 
body, ton we are not yet come to the rest, 
and to the inheritance which the Lord our 
God giveth us. (h) May we then, as 
Paul did, cry out, * O wretched man that 
I am ! who shall deliver me from the body 
of this death?" (t) 

The fourth is Cainan or Kenan; that 
is, Lamentation or Mourning; as that 
which proceeds from a deep sense of the 
depravity of our nature, and from reflecting 

(g) Geo.4.36. (h) Rom. 8. 9$. Dait. 12* 9. 

(I) Bom. 7. **. 
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upon the sufferings of Him who Was woun- 
ded for our transgressions, braised for oar 
iniquities ; the chastisement of our peace 
was upon him; and with his stripes we 
are healed, (j) Yet our Redeemer hath 
said, for our comfort and consolation; 
" Blessed are ye that hunger now, for ye 
shall be filled. Blessed are ye that weep 
now, for ye shall laugh, (k) He hath ap- 
pointed unto them that mourn in Zion, 
beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for nlkurning, 
the garment of praise for the spirit of 
heaviness; that they might be called trees 
of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, 
that he might be glorified. (/) For thus 
saith the high and lofty One that inhabited 
eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in 
the high and holy place, with him also 
that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to 
revive the spirit of the humble, and to re- 
vive the heart of the contrite ones. I have 

0) Isai. 53. 5. # (k) Luke 6. 21. 

(I) Isai. 61. 3. 
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teen his ways, and will heal him ; I will 
ead him also, and restore comforts rinto 
urn. (m) And though the Almighty inay 
jive us of the bread of adversity and the 
pater of affliction; yet sh&ll we hear ft word 
>ehind u$, sayings This is the way, walk 
re in it, when we ate turning to the right 
land or to the left, (n) A»d whom having 
lot seen me love, and though we See Mm 
lot, yet believing! we shall he able to rejoice 
vith joy unspeakable and full of glory; 
eceiving the end of otfr -faith, even the sal- 
ration ef our souls. -(o) 

The fifth is Mahalaleel, (i. e.) Era- 
Ikttions, shinings forth ; from the gtoridus 
ippearance and effects of light in ihe 
soul, those saving and powerful rays of 
Sim who is the bright and morning star, 
rhis star, especially after lamentation and 
nourning for sin, irradiates the soul and 

(m) Isai. 57. 15, 18. (n) imi.30. «0, 21, 

(o) 1 Pet 1.-8, 8. 

I 
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illumines it with the sense of divine love, 
and the infinite goodness of him who is our 
light and salvation. Whom then shall 
we fear? If the Lord is the strength of 
our life ; of whom shall we be afraid ? (p) 
Though an host should encamp against 
us, our hearts shall not fear. Then why 
art thou cast down, O my soul? and why 
art thou disquieted in me? hope thou in 
God; for I shall yet praise him for the 
help of his countenance, (qj Thou, 
God, wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose 
mind is stayed on thee. Thou wilt bless 
him indeed, and keep him from evil, that it 
may not grieve him, (r) For yet a little 
while, and He that shall come will come, 
and will not tarry, (s) 

The sixth, Jared or Jered, (i.e.) 
Descending, Ruling. Is it not by the de- 
scent of the holy spirit into our hearts, and 

(p) Ps^2r. 1. (q) Ps. 42. 5. 

( r) Isai. 26. 3. . 1 Cbro. 4. 10. (s) Heb. 10. 37. 
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ruling there, that we are guided by that 
pure stream which produces meekness, hu- 
mility, and love ? Let us then follow oh 
to know the Lord, and we shall find that 
his goings forth are prepared as the morn- 
ing ; and he will come unto us as the vain, 
as the latter and former rain upon- the 
earth, (t) And if we fear his name, the 
Sun of Righteousness will arise with.healing 
in his wings; and we shall go forth, and 
grow up as calves of the stall, (u) For they 
that trust in the Lord, shall be as Mount 
Zion, which cannot be removed, (v) 

The seventh is Enoch or Henoch or 
Chanac, which signifies to Instruct, to 
Initiate, or Dedicated. Of Enoch we read, 
that he walked with God three hundred 
years, and of whom it may be observed, 
that of all the Antedeluvian Patriarchs he 
was supposed to be the best man ^ though- 

(t) Hos. 6. 3. C *J Mai. 4. 2. 

(vj Ps, 125. 1. 
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the shortest tune upon the earth; his- yean 
being exactly as the days in a solar levefe- 
tkm,vis. three kmmdred and si xty ■ fo ot ; aad» 
like the sun, he faMilled a glorious cone, 
shining with greater lustre onto the perfect 
day, and was taken when in his meridian 
splendour, >tD shine like the son in the 
kingdom of his father to ever. 

" From thee all beings came, mi thee depend, 
" To thee return, their Author, Sovereign, Ind; 
" Who shall destroy when thon would cave? or stoat, 
u When thon destroy'st, the stroke of thy right hand? 
" With none thy name and power wilt thou divide, 
" For thon art God, and there is none beside." 

As Enoch by faith had this testimony, 
that he pleased God, so we. must also 
believe that Jehovah is God, and that he 
is a rewarder of them that diligently seek 
him. (w) He is the faithful God, which 
keepeth covenant and mercy with then 
that love him, and keep his command* 

(») Heb. 11. 5. 
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ments< (x) His words are true, and 
counsels are faithfulness and truth. The 
word that he shall speak- shall come to 
pass: he wiH say the word, and will perform 
*t« (y) ® that we may walk worthy of the 
Lord, and* increase in the knowledge of 
God, being strengthened with all might 
according to his glorious power, unto aH 
patieaqe, and long suffering, with joy ful- 
ness ; who hath delivered us from the power 
of darkness, and hath translated us into 
the kingdom of bis dear Son : (z) being as 
lively stones built up a spiritual house 

acceptable to God by Jesus Christ, (a) 

•,■■•• 

The eighth is Methuselah, that is, 
Emission or sending forth as death; or 
from Miiha, " he dies ;" and Shaktch, he 
" sendethout f as it appears he lived till the 
year the flood came upon the earth, of which 
his name seems to have been prophetically 

(x) Dent. 7. 9. 

(y) 2 Sam. 7.28. Isai. 25. 1. Ezek. IS. 25. 

(z) Col. 1. 10—13. (a) 1 Pet. 2, 5. 
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given by his father Enoch, in reference to 
it. If then the death and suffering which 
attended the life of Christ, be continually 
abode in, and oar constant dying to our 
own will and inclination, they being op- 
posed to satan, and his fiery darts, we 
shall come experimentally to witness, that 
if we are baptized into Christ, we are bap- 
tized into his death; and as he was raised 
up from the dead by the glory of the father; 
even so we also should walk in newness of 
life* (6) For when we were yet without 
strength, in due time Christ died for the 
ungodly. While we were yet sinners, he 
died for us ; and gave himself for our sins, 
that he might deliver us from this present 
evil world, (c) And if the spirit of him 
who raised up Jesus from the dead, dwcD 
in us, that same spirit will also quicken 
our mortal bodies by his spirit that dwelled! 
in us. (d) Verily, verily, I say unto yon, 

(b) Bom. 6. 3, 4. (*) Rom. 5. 6, 8. Gal. 1. 4. 

(<0 Rom. 8. 11. 
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le that heareth my word and believeth on 
im that sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
hall not come into condemnation ; but is 
tassed from death unto life, (e) 

The ninth is Lamegh or Lemech ; 
bat is, Poor, brought low, &c. When we 
ire in the valley of humility, stript of aU 
elf confidence, having come through much 
ribulation, and brought into deep poverty 
if spirit, having nothing to glory in, save 
tie cross of our Holy Redeemer, who has 
aid, for our encouragement, " Blessed are 
lie poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom 
f heaven; blessed are they that mourn, 
or they shall be comforted :" we shall, as 
a Noah, find comfort or rest, if we are 
rilling to submit daily to this crucifying 
tf the flesh, that the body of sin may be 
lestroyed, that our love may abound yet 
more and more in knowledge and in all 
judgment; that we may be filled with 

(e) John, 5. 24. 
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the fonts of. righteousness, which are by 
Jesus Christ, note the glory aad praise of 
God.</) 



.; 



The tenth is Noah, from Nach or 
Nuach, rest or settle, or Nacham, to com- 
fort. Lamech said, this same shall comfort 
us or make us to rest; for what is more 
comfortable than rest after the toil and 
labour of oar hands? These worts appear 
to have been spoken prophetically <eottctrn« 
ing Noah, who built the ark for the preser- 
vation of mankind, a#d who seems to have 
been a typical person ; for it & said, when 
he offered burnt offering* after the waters 
were assuaged from off the earth, that the 
u Lord smelled a sweet savour of rest.'* *Do* 
sacrifice prefigured that which was Offend 
by our Holy Redeemer » behalf fcf the 
world, of which the apostle speaks when 
he says, Christ hath loved us, and given 
himself for us, an offering and a saeri&e 

(f) PWl. 1. 9, ti. 
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to God for a sweet smelling savour; (g) 
and who said, I will pray the Father and 
he shall give you another Comforter, that 
he may abide with you for ever; even 
the spirit of truth, (h) Return then unto 
thy rest, O my soul; for the Lord hath 
dealt bountifully with thee, (i) O that I 
had wings like a dove! then would I fly 
away and be at rest (j) For when he who 
is our life shall appear, then shall we ap- 
pear with him in glory, (it) 

Thus we see these ten names affording, 
not only a useful but delightful representa- 
tion of the important work of Regeneration. * 
The Law being our schoolmaster, to bring us 
unto Christ. (Z) And as the long-suffering 
of God waited in the days of Noah, while 
the ark was preparing, wherein few, that 

(g) Ephes. 5. «. (ft) John, 14. 16, 17. 

(i) Ps. 116. 7. (j) Pi. 55. 6. (*) Col. 3. 4. 

(0 Gal. 3. 24. 

K 
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is eight souls, were saved by water. The 
like figure whereunto even baptism doth 
also now save us (not the putting away 
the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a 
good conscience toward God), by the re- 
surrection of Jesus Christ, (m) By which 
we may understand the remission of sins, 
and regeneration by the Holy Spirit, which 
is doubtless implied by this baptism ; for 
it could not be supposed, that the apostle 
meant that the ceremony itself could save 
any person, though he makes the ark a 
figure of baptism, and intimates, tbkt we 
are saved by this, as the eight souls wete : 
but observe, he says, " It is not the putting 
away the filth of the flesh/' &c : and we 
have an evidence in our own hearts, that « 
good conscience cannot exist where ^remis- 
sion of sins has not taken place : and who 
can forgive sins but God only? and does 
he not ever delight to save us? Letui 

(m) l Pet. 3. 20, SI. 
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then take a view of ourselves as in a glass, 
searching out tke smallest imperfection, 
and endeavouring to cleanse and eradicate 
every spot that adheres to the earthly nature; 
the best being subject to infirmities, and 
the finnest bonds may be ere long suddenly 
dissolved, and the fondest hopes annihilated. 
The grass withereth, the flower fadeth, but 
the word of our God endures for ever. He 
who is equally great, wise, and good, whfr 
clothes the lilies of the field which toil not, 
nor spin; and who also careth for the fowls 
of the air, which sow not, neither reap, nor 
gather into barns ; yet our heavenly father 
feedeth them, will also care for us; for 
he is a friend that sticketh closer than a 
brother. If we are willing to be led and 
guided by that -Holy Spirit by which we 
shall be taught of the great I am, and to 
mortify sin, we shall be replenished with 
that divine love, which is the end of the 
commandment, the bond of perfectness; 
that sacred cement of holy souls, which 
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beareth all things, believeth all things 
hopeth all things, and endureth all things ; 
and as the principal proof of our love u 
obedience to what we know to be the divine 
will concerning us, or his commandments 
to us ; therefore to guard against the loss 
of this love, which is so important a part 
of our duty, let us set our affections on 
things above, and not on things of the 
earth. Love not the world, nor the things 
which are in the world ; but love God with 
all our heart, and with all our understand- 
ing, and with all our soul, and with all our 
strength, and love our neighbour as our- 
selves, is more than whole burnt offerings 
and sacrifices, (n) May we then be of 
the number who keep the covenant and 
testimonies of the Almighty, whose paths 
are mercy and truth unto such, of which 
we may notice in the case of Noah, who, 
after the waters were dried up, had a token 

(n) Mark, 12. 23. 
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of the covenant given him, for the con- 
firmation of his faith. 

A bow in the cloud, which was bent in his hand 
His vow from the flood to the exit of time. 

May our hearts then in awful sublimity view 

In this Arch of Refraction, whom Sol did illume; 

In this bow of Omnipotence, token of Grace, 

That 'twas Justice aud Mercy met there and embrac'd. 

As a canopy cover our heads from the storm 
Which awaits unbelievers that will not return, 
Be this oar pavilion alone and secure 
Thatour Bow may abide, and a blessing ensure. 
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Further to illustrate the Work of Regeneration* 
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THE JOURNIES 

OF THE 

CHILDREN OF ISRAEL 

Spiritual^**. 



Tif OSES, by the Divine command, wrote 
the forty-two journies of the Israelites, 
as recorded in the thirty-third chapter of 
Numbers, which brought them to the borders 
of the promised land. 

Behold what the Almighty wrought 
for Israel! how he had multiplied them 
amidst cruel bondage and oppression! how 
he had protected them amidst the awful 
plagues! and now, after a solemn feast, 
brings them forth with wealth and honour. 

• © the strong hand! the stretched out arm! 

; the mercy, justice, and faithfulness which 
is here displayed. He who is now about 
to fulfil his promise, who can and does 
make all things new. As the rising of 

L 
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Joshua, who was full of the spirit of wis- 
dom, was to lead the Children of Israel 
into Canaan; so we find he who is called 
Immanuel, (God with us) creates righteous- 
ness on the earth; a new covenant is 
confirmed; and while we behold him in 
the sacrifice of the passover, who was 
from everlasting, who assumed our nature, 
obeyed the law, and suffered an ignominious 
death ; and for us, who are so unworthy of 
the least of his mercies, that he might be 
our everlasting covert from the storm, and 
might destroy sin and death in us ; and t>y 
his supporting and strengthening food to 
our souls, enable us to go up from this evil 
world, towards our everlasting inheritance 
\n the Canaan above. For even Christ our 
Passover is sacrificed for us : therefore let 
us keep the feast, not with old leaven, 
neither with the leaven of malice and wick- 
edness ; but with the unleavened bread of 
sincerity and truth, (n) 

(») lCor.5. 7,8. 
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THE first journey from Rameses, which 
Minifies to Melt or Dissolve ; as the dis- 
solving of evil, when we begin to forsake 
he Egypt of our earthly life and corrup- 
turn?. Behold, gaith the Almighty, by the 
prophet Jeremiah, I will melt them and try 
them ; (a) and also by the prophet Isaiah, 
for thou hast hid thy face from us, and hast 
melted us, because of our iniquities. But 
ndw, O Lord, thou art our Father; we aire 
(bib clay, and thou our potter ; and we all 
are the work of thy hand. Be not wroth 
very sore, O Lord, neither remember iniqui- 
ty fbfr ever. (6) Our soul melteth for heavi- 
ness: strengthen thou us accotditfg unto 
(bey word, (c) Thou who art the word, 
Mid tirast manifested to take away ottr sins; 
for in thee was no sin. 

(<0 Jcr. 9. 7. (i) IsaY. 64. 7, 8, 9. 

(C) P«. 119. 28. 
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rage, and be instructed, for as our day 
is, so shall our strength be. The sweet 
Psalmist declares, he that dwelleth in the 
secret place of the most High, shall abide 
under the shadow of the Almighty. He 
shall coyer thee with his feathers, and 
under his wings shalt thou trust: his tftith 
shall be thy shield and buckler, (g) HflW 
long then halt we between two opinions? 
If the Lord be God, follow him ; and W 
willing to come ottt of Egypt, that hsAi 
of darkness and death, to be fbllowtor* etf 
him who will satisfy us with his goodness* 
and shew us his salvation; who will gfttf 
his angels charge concerning us to keep n» 
in all our ways. (ft) 



fc) Ps. 91. 1, 4. (K) Ps. 91. 11. 
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AND they departed from Suceoth, and 
pitched in Etham, which signifies Complete- 
ness, Perfection, Integrity. Israel's en- 
camping here may imply our soul's arrival 
at that completeness by which it desires 
earnestly to walk before the Almighty in. 
truth and in righteousness, and in upright- 
ness, and integrity of heart ; that we may 
}>e sincere and without offence till the day 
of Christ ; (t ) having respect to all his com- 
mandments; and that we may be complete 
in him, who is the head of all principality 
and power; in whom also we must be cir- 
cumcised with the circumcision made with- 
out hands in putting off the body of the sins 
of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: 
buried with him in baptism, wherein also 
we shall rise with him through the faith of 

(i) 1 Kings, 3, 6. 1 Kings, 9. 4. Phil. 1. 10. 
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the operation of God ; (j) and as the law 
of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: 
the testimony of the Lord is sure, making 
wise the simple; (Ar) so when that which 
is perfect is come, then that which is 
in part shall be done away. (/) For we 
read, it became him, for whom are all 
things, and by whom are all things, in 
bringing many sons unto glory, to make 
the captain of their salvation perfect through 
sufferings: for both he that sanctifieth, and 
they who are sanctified, are all of one: 
for in that he himself hath suffered being 
tempted, he is also able to succour them 
that are tempted, (m) And being made 
perfect, he became the author of eternal 
salvation unto all them that obey him ; (n) 
for the law made nothing perfect, but the 
bringing in of a better hope did ; by the 
which we draw nigh unto God. (o) For 

(j) Col. 2. 11, 12. (k) Ps. 19. 7. 

(J) 1 Cor. 13. 10. (m) Heb. 2. 10, 11, 18. 

(a) Heb. 5. 9. (©) Heb. 7. 19. 
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the law having a shadow of good thing? to 
come, and not the Tery image of the things, 
can never with those sacrifices which they 
offered year by year continually, make the 
corners thereunto perfect For it is not pos- 
sible that the blood of balls and of goats 
should take away sins : having therefor? 
boldness to enter into the holiest by tb# 
blood of Jeans, by a new and living way, 
which he hath consecrated for us, through 
the veil, that is to say, his flesh; let as 
draw near with a true heart in fall assurance 
of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from 
an evil conscience, and our bodies washed 
with pure water. Let us hold fast the pro* 
fessionof our faith without wavering; (for 
he is faithful that promised.) For if we 
sin wilfully after that we have received the 
knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no 
more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful 
looking for of judgment and fiery indigna- 
tion; (p) for if we trample under foot the 

(p) Heb. 10, 1, 4, 10, SO, 82, 23, 26, 27. 
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Son of God, and do despite unto the spirit 
of grace, may we not expect to be judged by 
him to whom vengeance belongeth, and who 
will recompense according to oar desert t 
O that we may be of the number that believe 
to the saving of the soul. For it is a fear- 
ful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God. (q) And though troubles and diffi- 
culties should attend our path, conscious 
of our weakness and inability, let us trust 
in him who proportions our strength to oar 
trials, and look up to him for direction in 
all our ways; for we find he went -before 
the Israelites, while they were in Ethan, 
in the edge of the wilderness, and took not 
away the cloud by day, nor the pillar of fire 
by night. May we not discern while clouds 
and darkness are round about him, justice 
and judgment are the habitation of bis 
throne, and mercy and truth go before his 
face ? Do we not behold Jesus given to 
be our ever-attending light and leader, as 

(q) Heb. 10. 31. 
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well as protector and glory to us while in 
this desert laud? And though the way 
may be contrary to the will and wisdom of 
the flesh, yet rest assured that it is the only 
sure path and we shall reap if we faint not 
For the Lord will create upon every dwell- 
ing place of mount Zion, and upon her 
assemblies r ,a ckmcLand smoke by day„and 
the shining; of a flaming fire by night; tot 
upon . all the glory shall be a defence. • (r) 
The Lord* is our keeper; the Lord is our 
shade upon .our right hand. 'Tis he alone 
who will preserve our going out and coming 
in from this time forth and for ever, (s) 



(r) Isai. 4. 5. (») Ps. 121. 5, 8. 
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which is before Bml-Zepktm, amd tkt§ 
pitched before Migdol, 



PfflAHIROTH or Pihachmrth is a 
mouth, strait or bay of CMroth, between 
Migdol, a tower, or to magnify, make great, 
ffla&trioas : and Baal-Zephon, the god of 
, flie watch-tower, or -Ate lord of hiding, 
spying orrt. It was here that Mooes ww 
commanded to speak to the Chfldren of 
Israel that they should turn here and en- 
camp by the sea. For Pharaoh will say 
of them they are entangled in the land, the 
wilderness hath shut them in. But behold 
how the mighty power of the Great Jehovah 
is manifested ! Pharoah and his host yrere 
behind them, and the Red Sea was before, 
and on their right and left fortresses of the 
Egyptians ; so that it was impossible they 
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ocraM deliver themselves, had not this 
Strong Arm been stretched out to rescue 
ftcm from their enemies; and also to shew 
the proud monarch and his host, that the 
Lord indeed was the only true God, and 
that it was he ahme that could save them 
otrt of his hand : for if he shut, who can 
open? and if he open, who can shut? It 
is he who proclaims liberty to the captures 
and -opens the piison doors to them that are 
bound, who promised to bring them frem 
under their burdens and to give them the 
land Which he aware «nto Abraham, to 
Isaac, und to Jaoeb, for an inheritance* 
'What necessity there is in our setting out 
for -that land of peace and true rest, having 
our faMh firm, and that assured hope, and 
fady courage by which we tfbaU not take up 
a false rest and security : as Pihahkotk was 
before Baal-Zephen 4be lord of watching 
or hiding against the true -church ; and the 
Apostle Paul says, "and no manrel; for 
satan himself is transformed into an angel 



94 

of light" Therefore, while endeavouring 
to escape out of this sinful world, can we 
be surprised if we are pursued by this 
enemy of souls, who is continually going 
about seeking whom he may devour 7 Let 
us then flee to our strong tower, and ay 
out to our Holy Helper, when we see the 
enemy approaching as they did to Moses 
their leader, when they saw the Egyptians 
marching after them, and were sore afraid. 
But as he told them to fear not, to stand 
still, and see the salvation of the Lord; (t) 
So if we in our straits and difficulties do 
not strive or chide with, our deliverer, or 
think of returning to our bondage, but in 
patience possess our souls, we also may 
hope for his salvation. For what he does 
we know not now, but we shall know hoe- 
after. Therefore "fear thou not; for I am 
with thee ; be not dismayed; for I am thy 
God: I will strengthen thee; yea I will 
help thee; yea I will uphold thee with the 

(I) Exod. 14. 13. 
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right hand of my righteousness, (u) While 
sin leads down to the darkness of eternal 
death, so the light of his grace will conduct 
us to everlasting life and light in glory. 
We find the Israelites were to have no 
honour in their wonderful deliverance, but 
he alone to whom it was due.' He who 
heard the inward cry of Moses, (v) for we 
do not find that he articulated one word, 
will hear the sighs of the poor and contrite 
spirit Ought not this to be an encourage- 
ment to the feeble mind, though we may 
not be able to utter a petition', may we not 
weep? And if even tears are denied us, 
though there may be deep and genuine 
repentance, yet if even this channel of 
relief should not be granted, may not a 
sigh reach his ear ? Yea, saith my soul, 
we have every reason to believe it will be 
acceptable. For he whose spirit convinces 
of sin, righteousness and judgment, knows 
our unutterable sighings ; and reads the 

(u) Iaai. 41. 10. («) Ezod. 14. 15. 
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inexpressible wish of our burthened goals. 
The spirit also helpeth our infirmities : for 
we know not what we should pray for as 
we ought : but the spirit itself maketh in- 
tercession for us with groaning* which 
cannot be uttered, (w) 

We find that they pitched before Migdol, 
a tower, magnificence, &c. So must we 
renounce the honours of this world, and 
follow him who is meek and lowly, thatt Us 
presence may go with us, and that we may 
be preserved in the midst of temptations 
and trials. The Angel of the Covenant, 
who appeared upon this occasion on be- 
half of the Israelites, was an illustrious 
type of the Lord Jesus, our great deli- 
verer from guilt and sin. It was lie 
of whom the Prophet Malachi seems to 
allude, when he says, " Behold, I will 
said my messenger, and he shall prepare 
the way before me: and the Lord, whom 
ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, 

(to) Rom. 8. 26. 
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even the nesdenger of the covenant, . ;wtam 
, ye delight in: behold, he shall eome, saitfi 
.the, Lord of Hosts." (x) It was he who 
speared to Joshua .as the captain of the 
host, of the Lord, and commanded him to 
ioose his shoe from oS bis* foot, the place 
.wthtfeon he stood being holy, (y) The 
Angel of God, who had. hitherto gone be- 
Jore the camp of Jsrael, removed .and went 
hehiad them ; and the . pillar of the cloud 
twent fram before their face, and stood be- 
Jnnd them, (z) . He made darkless his se- 
cret .place; his pavilion round about him 
were dark waters and jfchick clouds of the 
.skies, (a J , The sea saw it and fled : . J«r- 
.dan was driven back. The mountains 
skipped like rams, and the little hills like 
lambs. He divided the sea, ■ and caused 
them to pass through; and he made the 
waters to stand as an heap. And he led 
them on safely, so that they feared not: 

(x) Mai. 3. 1. <y) Josh. 5. 14, 15. 

(z) E*od. 14. 19. (a) Ps. 18. 11. 

N 
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bat the sea overwhelmed their enemies, (b) 
Gome and see the works of God: he is 
terrible in his doing to the children of men. 
The voice of thy thunder was in the heaven: 
the lightenings lightened the world : the 
earth shook and trembled. Thy way is in 
the sea, and thy path in the great waters, 
and thy footsteps are not known. Thou 
leddest thy people like a flock by the hand 
of Moses and Aaron. Then believed they 
his words: they sang his praise. (See 
Exodus, c. 15.) Admire then, O my soul, 
the fulfilled promises! the wonderful works 
of the Most High. How his poor feeble 
followers are encouraged and assisted! 
May our meditation of him be sweet, and 
our souls, which he hath redeemed, rejoice 
in thee, our Lord and our God, for ever 
and ever. 



(*) Ps. 78. 53. 



9ou wtj) IT. to. 8. 
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And they departed from before Pihduroth and 
pitched in Monk* 



IfARAH,. (i.ej Bitterness, so called 
from the bitter waters found there. And 
they murmured against Moses, saying, 
What shall we drink ? How soon did they 
forget the power of Him who is glorious in 
holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders ! 
who now shewed Moses a tree,* which he 
was to cast into the waters, by which they 
were made sweet, a further confirmation 
that it was from him alone: they derived 
such innumerable blessings* And are not 
we apt to say, in the bitterness ef our 
spirits, who will shew us any good? for- 
getting that he who careth for the fowls of 

. * Supposed tp be the Date Tree. 
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the air, will also care for us. * He whose 
compassions fail not, for they are new 
every morning: and though no chastening 
for the present seems to be joyous ; never- 
theless, afterward it yieldeth the peaceable 
fruit of righteousness unto them which are 
exercised thereby, (c). Though he cause 
grief, yet will he have compassion according 
to the multitude of his mercies; Rwr he 
doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the 
children of men. (d) 

He who is our Sovereign Balm and 
good Physician, and whom we are com* 
manded to obey, and to walk in his ways 
that it may be well with us; (e) if we take 
the yoke of Christ upon ufc, we shall find 
rest to our souls ; for his yoke is easy, and 
^tis burden is light; and his commandinente 
are not grievous, (f) It is good for us to 
Bear the yoke in our youth, for God hath 

CO ffcb. 19. 11. (d) Lam. 3. 38,33. 

(e) Jer.7. 22,23. 
(f) Mtttli. 11. *$, 30. 1 J<*W, 5. 3. 
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ed us, and hath given us everlasting 
isolation and good hope through grace; 
rich hope we have as an anchor of the 
ll, both sure and stedfast. (g) 

"Lomt in that nawt, .for God is Lot e! 
u Lord ! though we are dost 

** And ashes in thy sight, 
" Be tifon oar strength ; in thee we trnst ; 

« Be thbit oar light.?' 



(g) S Thess. 2. 16. Heb. 6. 19. 



I 



StountCB Vt* to* 9. 
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They removed from MaraK, and came wnto EUm 

ELIM signifies to Interpose, to Mediate, 
to Intervene. He who is our great Inter- 
poser, Intervener, the true God* hath 
said, " Am I a God at hand and not afar 
off? Can any hide himself in secret places 
that I shall not see him? Do not I fill 
heaven and earth, saith the Lord ? n (k) 
Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out 
of the wells of salvation, (t) May we then I 
adore that Almighty power, if we are par- 
taking of these Elim refreshments here, 
that at last we may be of the number of 
those who have washed their robes, and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb, 
and be led unto fountains of living waters; 
where God will wipe away all tears from 
our eyes. 

(h) Jer. t3. 23, 24. (i) Isai. 12. 3. 
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It is supposed that the Children of 
srael pitched their camp here on account 
»f the palm trees, which are not only of a 
teautiful aspect, but of a delightful smell ; 
aid productive both of food and drink. 
We may here observe, there were twelve 
fountains of waters, one for each of their 
tribes, and there were three score and ten 
palm trees,* the number of the seventy 
aiders, and also of the disciples, whom 

* The Palm Tree is said to be one of the most 
anions trees of all the forest, and is the usual emblem 
>f constancy, fraitfulness, patience and victory; the 
nore it is oppressed, the more it flourishes ; the higher 
t grows, the stronger and broader it is in the top. 
from the same root they produce a great number of 
tuckers, which form upwards a kind of forest by their 
ipreading. It was under a little wood of this descrip- 
tion that the prophetess Deborah dwelt. (See. Judges, 

I. 5.) How much soever it is oppressed by weight, 

it will rise superior to the greatest pressure ; and is con- 
stantly green, fruitful and flourishing; and is a symbol 
of that victory of which John the Divine speaks. (Rev* 
T. 9.)-; — And we read that the people took branches of 
these trees, and went forth to meet Jesus, crying out, 
Hosannah ; Blessed is the King of Israel, that cometh 
in the name of the Lord. (John, 12. 13, 13.) 
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.Christ sent forth -two and two before his 
iace. And it is probable from the gtoat 

# This tree is now called the Date. 
t ' "In Egypt the Date Tree i» very i lofty, and from 
the singular formation of its bark, it is as easy *o ascend 
.to the top of one of them, as to climb . a ladder. 
Wherever the Date Tree is found in the dreary deserts 
of that country, it not only presents a supply of salutary 
food for men and camels, but nature-has so wonderfully 
contrived the plant, that its first offering is accessible to 
man alone; and its presence is a never-failing indicative 
of water at the root. Botanists describe the trunk at 
Jail of ragged knots ; the fact is; that it is full of cavities, 
exactly adapted to the reception -of the human feet and 
tends; and these cavities are formed by the decay of Ae 
leaves, the stems of which areas thick as -branches. It 
is impossible to view these trees- without -believing that 
He who in the beginning fashioned "" every tree ia the 
which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed, 9 as "food for 
man," has here manifested one among the innumeraUe 
proof's of his benevolent design. The 'Date Tree ill 
oarious subject for consideration. Many of the inhabi- 
'tints of Egypt, Arabia and Persia* subsist almost entirely 
upon its fruit. They also boast of its medicinal virtae*. 
Their eamels feed upon the Date stones. From the 
leaves they make couches, baskets, bags, mats,- and 
brushes; from the branches, cages for their poultry;- and 
fences for their gardens; from the fibres of their boughs, 
thread, ropes, and rigging; from the sap is prepared t 
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multiplication of these trees, that the Psalm- 
ist alludes, when he says, " SThe righteous 
shall flourish like the palm tree : he shall 
grow like a cedar in Lebanon/' O that we 
might sit, like Deborah, under the shadow 
of his wings, and that a portion of that light, 
life and comfort which he communicated to 
the twelve apostles, by which their doctrine 
and example not only assisted, but com- 
forted and encouraged the Christian tra- 
vellers, in their journey to that land of 
peace,, may also refresh and invigorate us, 
as these twelve fountains did the Israelites 
in their way to the promised Canaan. So 
that both the Jews and Gentiles may unite 
to sing the song of Moses, and the Lamb 
in the heaven of heavens; and may we 
with them bear our part in this glorious 
and eternal triumph. 

spirituous liquour ; and the trunk of the tree furnishes 
fuel. When the tree is grown to a size for bearing fruit, 
the leaves are si* or eight feet long. The stems oftte 
leaves are the only branches the tree has." 

Dr. Edward Clark's Travels. 
O 
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And they removed from Elim, and encamped by the Red 

Stay or Sea of Weeds, 



HERE we see how the wonderful 
power and strength of the great I am was 
forgotten, for we find them encamping by 
that Sea of Weeds where so many were 
consumed. How do fresh difficulties pro- 
duce fresh murmurings; and how apt are 
we to distrust that Almighty Being when 
brought into straits, and how ungrateful to 
murmur or repine after we have been deli- 
vered from such great enemies of soul and 
body ? May we by their error be instructed 
to join ourselves unto the Lord, in a per- 
jpetual covenant, that shall not be for- 
gotten, (j) Blessed are they that join 

. (i) Jer, 50. 5. 
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themselves to the Lord; and taketh hold 
of his covenant, "even that everlasting cove- 
nant, which God hath made with us in 
Christ ; the new covenant, of which Jesus 
is the mediator, and to the blood of sprink- 
ling, that speaketh better things than that 
of Abel- (k) 



(k) Iiai. 56. 2, 6. Isai. 55. 3. Heb. 12. 14. 



Sourncg FJ&& to* 11. 
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And they removed from ike Red Sea, and encamped in the 

Wilderness qf Sin, 



SIN signifies a Thorn, Bush, &c. It 
was here Israel murmured against Moses 
and Aaron for want of food. (See Exodus, 
c. 16.) Does not this afford us a striking 
proof that if they had not seen such won- 
derful miracles wrought in Egypt, they 
would not from their carnal state, have 
been easily persuaded to quit it? And 
can we wonder that it should be so, when 
we consider their long slavery therein? 
Their minds would become degraded, and 
their souls corrupted by the influence of 
sin, which is too frequently the case with 
slavery Here their fleshly appetite was 
a thorn in their flesh, for they wandered in 
the wilderness, in a solitary way; they 
found no city to dwell in. Hungry and 
thirsty, their soul fainted in them. They 
spake against God; they said, Can God 
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furnish a table in the wilderness? Yea, 
though they neither believed nor trusted in 
his salvation; yet God rained down manna 
upon them to eat, and gave them of the 
corn of heaven. (I J Can we thfcn distrust 
that providential care which fed them with 
angels' food ? Will it not supply us also ? 
seeing it is said, the very hairs of our head 
are numbered ? Jesus said to the Jews, 
u r am the living bread, which came down 
from heaven ; if any man eat of this bread 
he shall live for ever; and the bread that I 
will give is my flesh, which I will give for 
the life of the world. The words that I 
speak unto you, they are spirit, and they 
are life. It is the spirit that quickeneth ; 
the flesh profiteth nothing. ( m) To him* 
that overcometh will I give to eat of the 
hidden manna, and will give him a white 
stone, and in the stone a new name writ- 
teh, which no man knoweth, saving he that 
received* it. (») 

(l) Pi. 1 78. 24. (m) John, 6. 4$, 51, 63. 

( n) Rev. f • 17. 



Sournej? $X. to* 12. 
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•4*4 ffey foofc their jovrney out of the Wiidemeu 9fSm, 

and came to Dophkak. 



DOPHKAH signifies to Knock, as at 
a door. He whose eyes are upon, all our 
ways, and who heard the murmuring of 
the Israelites, and commanded them to 
come near him; and when they looked 
toward the wilderness they beheld his glory 
in the cloud, which surely would convince 
them it was Jehovah himself, and not Moses, 
who had wrought so much for them ; and 
that it was he alone who was knocking at 
the door of their hearts. Ought we not 
then, who are but creatures of a moment, 
to knock, that the door of mercy may be 
opened unto us? If there be first a willing 
mind, it it accepted according to that a 
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atn hath, and not according to that he 
th not. (o) For every one that asketh 
Deiveth, and he that seeketh findeth, and 
him that knocketh it shall be opened, 
ad as the manna descended to the satis- 
ing of the Children of Israel, so may that 
iden manna dwell in our hearts by faith, 
at we may be sound in the statutes of 
3 Lord, that we be not ashamed, (p) 
►r it is the upright that shall dwell in his 
esence. (q) 



(•) * Cor. 8. 1*. (p) Ps, 119. 80. 

(f) Pa. 140. 13. 
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And they departed from Dophkah mid pitched ta AlnsL 



ALUSH is equivalent to Knead. Here 
the Israelites were commanded to prepare 
the manna* the day previous to the sabbath* 
that it might be kept holy ; for on that day 
there was not to fall any manna for them; 
and we find he that gathered much had 
nothing over; and he that gathered little 
had no lack. This should afresh stir us 
up that we through the precepts of A0 
Almighty may get understanding, and hate 
every false way. How sweet will be his 
words then to our taste! yea, sweeter than 
honey to our mouth! For God is greatly 

• See Numbers, c. 11. t. 8. as it appears from that, it 
required considerable labour to grind it, &c. 
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to be feared in the assembly of the saints, 
and to be had in reverence of all them that 
are about him. (r) O may the leaven of 
the kingdom live more and more in us, that 
all the old leaven may be purged out; that 
the dew of the living word may be infused 
into our hearts. That we may not lay up 
for ourselves treasures upon earth, where 
tooth and rust doth corrupt, and where 
thieves break through and steal ; but lay 
up store in heaven, where none of these 
things can enter. Therefore let us not 
disquiet our minds about the things that 
perish with the using; for he who careth 
for the ravens when they cry, will also care 
for us: bread will be given us, and our 
ifoter will be sure. 



(r) Ps. 89. 7. 



Sounifs?&* to**** 



And tkif remaeedjrem Ahuk, mid inwyri ei lUpkUm, 
where wee me Wider for the People U drinju 



REPHIDIM signifies to Relax, weaken 
the hands, &c. or to gird up our strength, 
&c. Alas ! how changeable is our $tate 
while in this wilderness! How unwilling 
are we, like the Israelites, to be wfealfy 
dependant upon Hiip, who provideth every 
thing necessary for this life! He, wta 
clothes the grass of the field, and who hath 
also said, " Take no thought what ye shall 
eat or what ye shall drink/' for your hea- 
venly Father knoweth that ye have need of 
all these things. Moses was commanded 
to take his rod wherewith he smote the 
rock Horeb, which signifies Wasteness or 
Rock of Drought or Desolation ; no doubt 
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to make thffc wonderful display of the 
Almighty's power moito ioftspicttous ; for 
when he smote the rock the waters gushed 
crat, and they did all drink of the sanie 
spiritual rock, which was Christ ; but w£ 
read that with many of them God was net 
M^efL pleased : for they were overthrown in 
tfife wilderness. Therefore he that thinketh 
he standeth must take heed lest h6 falL 
Let us not be high-minded but fear. These 
things were for our examples, to the intent 
we should not lust after evil things, as they 
also lusted. For God is faithful, who will 
not suffer us to be tempted above what we 
are able; but will with the temptation also 
make a way to escape, (s) 

It was here also that Amalek came out 
and fought against Israel; but Joshua, 
who was sent by Moses, discomfited them; 
for when Moses held up his hand, Israel 
prevailed. 

($) 1 Cor. 10. 4. &c. 



^ 
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May -we then behold in this our Holy 
Redeemer, our All in All, the Captain 
of our Salvation! He who is the Rod, the 
Branch, lifted up as an ensign to the Gen- 
tiles; our unwearied Intercessor at the right 
hand of the Majesty on High: through 
whom we are able to subdue all our spi- 
ritual enemies, and through whom also we 
are more than conquerors. 



Sourneg ?$& b, 15. 



And they departed from Rephidim, and pitched in the 

Wilderness of Sinai. 



SINAI, according to Parkhurst, is de- 
rived from the same as Sin, a Bush, &c. 
from Sena.* 

What miracle thus dazzles with surprise ! 

Distinct in rows the radiant columns rise ! 

The walls, where'er my wond'ring sight I turn, 

And roofs amidst a blaze of glory burn! 

Some visitant of pure ethereal race 

With bis bright presence deigns the dome to grace.t 



* It was upon this mountain that the Lord appeared 
to Moses in the bush, called (Exodus, c. 3.) the Mount 
of Horeb : it is said to be one hill with two peaks or 
summits, and Horeb is thought to be its ancient name, 
and therefore might designate the whole mountain* 

t Pope, 
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It was upon this motility that the Lord called 
unto Moses, saying, thus shah tHbu say to 
the house of Jacob, and tell the Children of 
Israel; ye have seen what I did to the 
Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagle's 
wings, and brought you unto myself: if ye 
will obey my voice indeed, and keep my 
covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure 
unto me above all people : and ye shall be 
unto me a kingdom of priests, andaiwfy 
nation. How soon do we find the peqfM 
answering Moses, and saying, All that the 
Lord hath spoken, we will do. But atat! 
how apt are we to be hasty in pmnnste£ 
obedience! how backward in performing 
it! not considering our own weakness and 
inability to do any thing as we ought, with- 
out divine assistance. 

What a beautiful representation does 
the Apostle Peter apply to the above. (See 
1 Pet. 2. 5,9,10: Rev. 20. 6.) For as the 
earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof; 
the world, and they that dwell therein ; so 
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thy people also shall be all righteous : they 
shall inherit the land for ever ; the branch 
of my planting, the work of my hands, that 
I may be glorified. Behold how the Al- 
mighty said unto Moses, Lo, I come unto 
thee in a thick cloud, that the people may 
hear when I speak with thee, and believe 
thee for ever. So we find that He who 
was the Spiritual Bock that followed them 
was transfigured before the disciples, whose 
face did shine as the sun, and his raiment 
was white as the light, which when Peter 
beheld, cried out, in his fervour, " Lord it 
is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let 
us make here three tabernacles.; one for 
thee, . and one for Moses, and one for 
Elias." (a) And to whom shall we build? 
for, 

Methinks it is good to tye here : 
If thou wilt let us build ; but for whom ?. 

Nor Elias, nor Moses appear; 
But the Bright Morning Star, that around us does shine, 
With effldgence of glory, his power all divine. 

% (a) Matt. 17. 8, 3, 4. 
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The first tabernacle to Hope let us build, 
And look for the sleepers around us to rise ; 

The second to Faith, which insures it fulfill'd ; 
And the third to the Lamb of the great Sacrifice, 
Who bequeathed us them both when he rose to the si 

For the Lord himself shall descend fi 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
archangel, and with the trump of God: i 
the dead in Christ shall rise first. (6) H 
he who commanded the light to shine 
of darkness shined into our hearts, to g 
the knowledge of the glory of God in 
face of Jesus Christ? (c) May we t! 
approach his presence with reverence \ 
godly fear. For through him we both h 
access by one spirit unto the Father. ( 
We find that Moses was only permittee 
approach the top of the mount, while 
people remained at its base; Moses, as 
lawgiver, was to receive the statutes i 
judgments from God's mouth, while Aa 
and the Elders were to receive them fi 

(b) l Theat. 4. 16, (<f) 2 Cor. 4. 6. 

(d) Ephes. $. 18. 
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loses, and deliver them, to -the 'people. 
Vhat can tee imagined more giorioes, aw- 
al, and impressive than the Almighty's 
{ipearances upon Sinai ! And ought -not 
is -charges to inipress deep* reverence and 
acred awe upon «ur minds, that we jnay 
omeatid sit as at the { feet of our: Holy 
Redeemer, who is the* Mediator p£ the* new 
ovenaut, and through whose blood alone 
re ; can be justified ! He whose mercy is 
fcfinite, who was^sent toredeem our souls 
torn death, through owhom we. have an 
ntrance into the holiest- by his blood. 

tlfay we be -strengthened to fce^p the 
eon&andments of ttjeljord, whioh&re jex- 
teeding broad ; for the ^end of them is 
harity, out of a pure heart, and of a /good 
onscieace, and of faith /unfeigned ; (e) 
hat the angel of his presence may ieep us 
n - the way, and bring- us : into the ; place 
thich he hath prepared f .andthai hiSilight 

<*) liTim. 1. 5. 
Q 
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and the influences of his holy spirit may be 
dispensed to us to the convincing and con- 
Verting of onr hearts from every evil way ; 
and enlighten, quicken, comfort and sup- 
port us: for he that believeth to the saving 
of his soul is an habitation of God through 
the spirit This spirit beareth witness with 
our spirit, that we are the children of God, 
by which we are enabled to cry, Abba, 
Father, (f) We read in the 40th chapter 
of Exodus, v. 36. That when the cloud 
was taken up from over the tabernacle, the 
Israelites went onward in all their jour- 
neyings; but if the cloud was not taken 
up, then they journeyed not till the day 
that it was taken up. For the cloud of the 
Lord was upon the tabernacle by day, and 
fire was on it by night, in the sight of all 
the house of Israel, throughout all their 
journies. And though we find them fre- 
quently disobedient and rebellious, yet He 

(f) Gal. 4. & 
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whose mercies fail not, withdrew- not the 
tokens of his presence from them, till they 
were brought into the promised land. That 
when the tabernacle became fixed, it ap- 
pears to have been confined to the Holy of 
Holies upon the mercy-seat between the 
cherubim; till He, the Bright and Morning 
Star, arose, with healing in his wings, a 
light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory 
of his people Israel. 



Sourtug X3BB& fc 16. 



»»•»— # »i# »»» »» 



i^otoi the Desert qf Sinai, tkeg removed to KUrrwtV 

He 



KIBROTH signifies a Grave; and 
Aveh and Ave tb, Concupiscence, or Grttves 
of Greediness. We find in the 11th chap* 
ter of Numbers, that the people lusted for 
flesh, and it so displeased the Almighty, 
that they were consumed in the uttermost 
part of the camp by the plague, which brake 
in upon them after they had began to eat 
of the quails, God in judgment had sent 
among them. Though they had so lately 
received the law; yet how soon did they 
break it! On feeling the difficulties and 
fatigues of their journey, their complaints 
were again renewed against him who had 
hitherto fed them with angels' food, and 
had clave the rock to quench their thirst. 
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Is nofrtfris apt to be toa much the Cast 
with ourselves ? almost ready at times to 
be 'discontented with our very blessings! 
and it may fee, preferring sin, and its bane* 
fut pleasures, to that love and the divine 
presenoerwhich cheer the heart when almost 
fainting by the way; instead of coming to 
out Redeemer, and saying, Tell me* O thou 
whomriny soul lovetb, where thou feedest; 
where Abu makest thy flock to rest at noon : 
for -why should I be as one that turnetb 
aside/ by the flocks of thy companions? (a) 
for if we> profess to know God, but in works 
deny him; having a form of godliness, but 
denying the power, we are abominable and 
disobedient (b) For the kingdom of God 
is not in word, but in power, (c) Whoso- 
ever feareth God, to them is the word of 
this salvation sent. For in Christ Jesus* 
neither* circumcision availeth any thing; 
novtmcucunBciBion; but a new creature, (d) 

(a) Sol. Sons, 1. 7. (b) Titus, 1. 16. 2 Tim. 3. 5. 

(c) 1 Cor. 4. SO. (d) Gal. 6. 15. 
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And as the word is nigh us, even in our 
month, and in our heart, let us cleave unto 
the Lord our God ; and serve him in sin- 
cerity and truth ; with a perfect heart, and 
with a willing mind, and with a pare con- 
science ; (e) for he is more ready to hear 
than we are to pray, and more willing 
to give than we can desire or deserve, and 
will not withhold from the least of his fol- 
lowers any of those spiritual or temporal 
mercies we so often need* And were we 
called, like the Israelites, to travel through 
the wilderness, no doubt bread would be 
given us from heaven; and the desert would 
smile and blossom as the rose. 

May we not yield to murmuring, and 
the desire of evil things as they also desired 
them, and thereby bring upon ourselves the 
justice and vengeance of the Almighty; for 
they forgot not the onions and garlick of 
Egypt. Neither must we desire to return 

(«) Josh. 23. 8. : 24. 14. 1 Chron. * 8. 9. 
2 Tim. 1.3. 
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o those beggarly elements in which we 
rare in bondage, as the refined delights 
tnd pleasures of this world ; bat we must 
:ast them to the moles and to the bats; 
hat the body of sin may be destroyed, and 
hat we may rise and walk in newness of 
ife. Many sorrows, says David, shall 
ie to the wicked; but he that trusteth 
a the Lord, mercy shall compass him 
bout (f) 



(f) Fs.Sft.tO. 
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And they departed from Kibrotk Hattaacak, mud encamped (j 

at Haserotk* 

ta 
to 
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ri 
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E 
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H AZEROTH, ■ from Roth, to tremble, 
trembling, &c. This may represent of what 
we read in the. 12th chapter of. Numbers, 
where Aaron and Miriam spake t again8t 
Moses; for which the Almighty xmote Mi- 
riam with leprosy, and she was shut jtntof 
the camp seven days. The not being per- 
mitted to come into the presence of Him, 
who is represented as dwelling among the 
Israelites, must have been felt as a severe 
punishment. How great is the suffering of 
sitting in spiritual darkness to a soul that 
knows the value and great consolation of 
communion with the Father of Light, who 
knows no variableness nor shadow of turn- 
ing. Is it not highly necessary to examine 
well into our hearts, and to see if we are 
earnestly endeavouring to escape that land 
of darkness from which we can never return; 
and repent and live? For the righteous 
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Lord loveth righteousness; his countenance 
doth behold the upright, (g) The Lord 
taketh pleasure in them that fear him ; (h) 
but to all those that work wickedness, he 
says, depart from me, I know you not 
whence ye are. (i) We do not present our 
supplications before thee, O God, for our 
righteousnesses, but for thy great mercies. 
( j) If our heart condemn us not, then have 
we confidence toward God. And whatsoever 
we ask, we receive of him, because we 
keep his commandments, and do those 
things which are pleasing in his sight, (k) 
May we present our supplication to the 
Almighty as the Prophet Habakkuk, and 
.say, O Lord, revive thy work in the midst 
of the years; in the midst of the years make 
known; in wrath remember mercy. (/) O 
God, my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh long- 
eth for thee to see thy power and thy glory, 
so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary. 

(g) Bs.11.7. (h) Ps.147. 11. 

(f) Luke, 13. *7. (j) Dan. 9. 18. (fc) 1 John, 3, SI, ff . 

(0 Hab. 3. S. 

R 
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And they departed from Hazerotk, and pitched in Ritkmsk. 

RITHMAH, from Rithen, to bind * 
It was here the ten spies brought up an 
evil report of the good land which caused 
the people to murmur against Moses and 
Aaron. Their anger burned against them 
like coals of juniper ;f for they said, Let 
ns make a captain, and return into Egypt 

* The above place was probably so called, from the 
quantity of the Genista or Spanish Broom growing in 
that part of the wilderness; and from the toughness or 
tenacity of its twigs being so great, they were used for 
withs to bind ; and " the Italians, in our days, weave 
baskets of its slender branches." 

t Parkhnrst says, when speaking of the 4tb verse 
of the 20th Psalm, The coals of Rithmin are mentioned 
either as affording the fiercest fire of any fuel that the 
Psalmist met with in the Desert, or because, according 
to Geierus, the Spanish genista or rethama, " sparkles, 
burns, and crackles, more vehemently than other wood.* 
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The spies having told them that the land 
through which they had gone to search,* 
was a land that eat up the inhabitants 
thereof; and the people that they saw 
were men of great stature. And there they 
saw the giants, the sons of Anak, and were 
hk their own sight as grashoppers, and 
wese so in their sight. (See Numbers, 
c. 13 and 14.) 

How many discouragements and diffi- 
culties appear to check our progress in the 
journey to the kingdom of God, of which 
Canaan was typical, and our slothful heart 
sees dangers and giants every where ; and 
on that account, we refuse to proceed as 
we ought in the strait path through evil 
and good report, forgetting too often, " It 
is he who sitteth upon the circle of the 
earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as 
grashoppers; that stretcheth out the hea- 
vens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out 
as a tent to dwell in ; (m) who delivered 

(m) Isa. 40. 22. 



I 
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David oat of the teeth of the lion and the 
paw of the bear, and oat of the hand of 
Goliath ; (n) and Daniel in the lion's den ; 
and the three Hebrew children in the fiery 
furnace. Is there any ground then to 
fear? If we meet the sons of Anak in the 
name of the Lord of Hosts, they shall fall 
before as ; for we know not how far and 
how fully the Emmanuel, God with us, can 
save as. Let us then commit oar way onto 
the Lord ; trust also in him, and he will 
bring it to pass. Thy word, O Lord, is a 
lamp onto oar feet, and a light onto oar 
path: the entrance of thy words giveth 
light, (o) 



(ii) 1 Sam. 17, &c. (o) Ps. 119. 105. 150. 



Journey XUI. b. io. 



And they departed from Rithmah, and pitched at 

Rmmon-Parez. 



BIMMON, from Rem, to be lifted up, 
elevated, and Parez, a breach. We find 
here that the ten men who brought up the 
evil report of the land, died by the plague 
before the Lord ; and the people also, pre- 
suming to go up to the top of the hill 
contrary to the command of Moses, and 
without the Angel of the Covenant with 
them, were destroyed utterly by the Amale- 
kites. What short-sighted creatures are 
we ? Supposing we can do all things, and 
yet, alas ! can do nothing as we ought to 
do ! Sometimes almost in despair, and at 
other times presumptuous. Poor fallen 
nature ! ever running into extremes. The 
Israelites but a short time before had the 
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David out of the teeth of the lion and the 
paw of the bear, and out of the hand of 
Goliath ; (n) and Daniel in the lion's den ; 
and the three Hebrew children in the fiery 
furnace. Is there any ground then to 
fear ? If we meet the sons of Anak in the 
name of the Lord of Hosts, they shall fall 
before us ; for we know not how far and 
how fully the Emmanuel, God with us, can 
save us. Let us then commit our way unto 
the Lord ; trust also in him, and he will 
bring it to pass. Thy word, O Lord, is a 
lamp unto our feet, and a light unto oar 
path: the entrance of thy words giveth 
light, (o) 



(n) 1 Sam. 17, &c. (o) Ps. 119. 105. 130. 



SJounwg XWfc. \>* 19. 



And they departed from Rithmah, and pitched at 

Rimmon-Parez. 



RIMMON, from Rem, to be lifted up, 
elevated, and Parez, a breach. We find 
here that the ten men who brought up the 
evil report of the land, died by the plague 
before the Lord ; and the people also, pre- 
suming to go up to the top of the hill 
contrary to the command of Moses, and 
without the Angel of the Covenant with 
them, were destroyed utterly by the Amale- 
kites. What short-sighted creatures are 
we ? Supposing we can do all things, and 
yet, alas ! can do nothing as we ought to 
do ! Sometimes almost in despair, and at 
other times presumptuous. Poor fallen 
nature ! ever running into extremes. The 
Israelites but a short time before had the 
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Great Jehovah with them ; yet they then 
thought that they could not conquer and 
possess the land: and how often do we 
like them depend too much upon our own 
strength; how often do we forget that 
without the spirit that was in the wheels 
which, the Prophet Ezekiel says, could not 
go without it, neither can we move on to 
our incorruptible inheritance without his 
enlivening spirit being our rear-ward. Let 
us take heed that we be hot deceived in the 
judgment we form of ourselves. For the 
heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked ; who can know it? (p) 
Let us judge truly whether we have lived 
in all good conscience before God; (q) 
whether we have sinned ignorantly in un- 
belief; (r) or whether we are of those 
who rebel against the light: (s) who, 
knowing the judgment of God, that they 
which commit such things are worthy of 

(p) Jer. 17. 9. (?) Acts, 23. 1. 

(r)'l Tim. 1. 13. (*) Job, 24. 13. 
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eath, not only do the same, bat have 
leasure in them that do them, (t) 

To the Lord our God belong mercies 
jid forgivenesses though we have rebelled 
gainst him. ( u) And therefore we ought 
ather to say, Lord, what is man that 
hou shouldst magnify him ? and that thou 
houldst set thine heart upon him? and 
hat thou shouldst visit him every morning, 
ind try him every moment? (v) For 
whosoever committeth sin is the servant 
>f sin ; but where the spirit of the Lord 
s, there is liberty : whom therefore the 
ion shall make free, they shall be free 
ndeed. (w) 



(t) Rom. 1. 32. (u) Dan. 9. 9. 

(t?) Job, 7. 17, 18. 
(?r) John, 8. 34. 2 Cor. 3. 17. John, 8. 36. 



3fourtttfi XU5& to. 20. 



And they departed from Rimmon-Parez, and pitche 

Libna/i* 



LIBNAH signifies Frankincense,* 
Here we may behold that though desti 
tion and sorrow assail us at night; 
cometh in the morning. Come then 
be sprinkled with the blood of the new 
everlasting covenant which was shed e 
for us, for the remission of sins, that 
may be washed, and made white : that 

* It is a resinous substance, produced from a 8 
growing in the east, particularly Arabia. It is 
whitish colour, and the best is nearly transpa 
(Exod. 30. 34. 1 Chron. 9. 29.) Also from the 1 
word Libnah is a species of tree, the white poplai 
called from the whiteness of its leaves, bark and w 

Here o'er the grot 
Hangs the white poplar. 

As a noun feminine, Libna, the white of the moon, 
white illuminated lunar disc. (See Sol. Song, 6. 10 
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prayer may be set forth before the Almighty 
as incense; and the lifting up of our hands 
as the evening sacrifice ; for, Whatsoever 
ye shall ask in my name, says oar Holy 
Redeemer, that will I do, that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son. And this is 
the confidence that we have in him, that, 
if we ask any thing according to his will, 
be heareth us; and if we know that he 
hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that 
we have the petitions that we desired of 
Km. (x) The Israelites, we find, were com- 
manded to offer this holy incense every 
morning, and ere the lamp of God went out, 
it was to be offered at even, to be a perpe- 
tual incense throughout their generations. 
So also Christ died for us ; yea rather is 
"sen again, who is even at the right hand 
<tf God. Moses numbered the Children of 
Israel, that every man might pay the half 
*etel, a ransom for his soul unto the Lord, 
that there might be no plague among them. 

(x) John, 14. 13. 1 John, 5. 14, 15. 

S 
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The rich and. the poor were to giv< 
same, being all equally guilty befor 
Almighty, and all equally precious i 
sight; for, as Solomon says, the rid 
poor meet together, the Lord is the n 
of them alL 'Therefore we must be s 
deemed by. the same price; that is 
with corruptible things, as silver and 
but with the precious blood of Christ. 
vid's petition was, " purge me with hi 
and I shall be clean, wash me and I 
be whiter than snow/' 

O may it be our's, that we may con 
thine altar, O Lord; (y) that we 
depart from evil, and do good ; and 
in thy house for evermore/ (z) W. 
this that cometh out of the wilderness 
pillars of smoke, perfumed with myrrl 
frankincense? Was it not he who 
anointed to preach good tidings unjb 
meek; to bind up the broken-hearte 

(y) Pi. 26. 6. (z) Ps. 37. 27. 
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proclaim liberty to the captives, and the 

opening of the prison to them that are 

bound ; to comfort all that mourn ? Yes, 

it was he who was the branch out of the 

root of Jesse, upon whom the spirit of the 

Almighty rested : the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and 

might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear 

of the Lord; who is quick of understanding, 

and who does not judge after the sight of 

his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing 

of his ears ; but with righteousness doth 

he judge the poor, and reprove with equity 

the meek of the earth. Come then and let 

us wash in this pure fountain, which is 

open for sin and uncleanness, till we are 

without spot, or wrinkle ; for if we are in 

Christ, we are new creatures: old things 

we passed away : behold all things are 

become new. 



\ 
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J*d they rermted/rom Libnak, and pitched in Rimk 



I 



to 

am 



RISSAH, from Ris, to moisten, &c isfc 
How consoling to the Christian traveller, lei 
while pursuing his course through this wil- I tc 
derness, to have the dew of Hermon -de- I k 
scending into his soul, invigorating and lb 
moistening it, that when the sun arises, It 
it may be as a morning without clouds; Ir 
that it may grow as the lily, and cast |< 
forth its roots as Lebanon. These divine 
emanations, proceeding from the pure 
fountain of light and life, through earnest 
intercessions, should be a farther con- 
firmation to us, to proceed on our way 
rejoicing in Him, through whom we have 
access by one spirit unto the Father. It 
was the dew upon the fleece, and on the 
ground, which were tokens to Gideon, that 
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the Israelites were to be saved by his arm* 
Sorely then the same Almighty power can 
refresh our souls with his heavenly dew, 
and save us with the saving strength of his 
Anointed, from all the attacks of the enemy, 
that every evil affection and desire may be 
slain in the heart; that nothing may hinder 
our progress to that land of peace, where 
the righteous shine forth as the sun, in the 
kingdom of their Father, (a) For they that 
be wise shall shine as the brightness of the 
firmament; and they that turn many to 
righteousness, as the stars for ever and 
«ver. (b) 



(«) Matt 13. 43. (6) Dan. 12. 3. 



Sourttfji X$X* to. 22. 



And they journied from Rissa, and pitched in Kehelatha. 

KEHELATH A, from Kehel, an assem- 
bly, a congregation, to gather together. We 
read that the sabbath was given for a sign 
between the Almighty and the Children of 
Israel, that they might know it was he alone 
who could sanctify them, (c) For every 
one that keepeth the sabbath from polluting 
it, and taketh hold of his covenant; he 
will bring to his holy mountain, and make 
them joyful in the house of prayer. The 
Lord God who gathereth the outcasts of 
Israel, saith, yet will I gather others to 
him, beside those that are gathered to him: 
for mine house shall be called an house of 
prayer for all people : (rf) even the son of 
the stranger, and he who saith, behold I am 
a dry tree. He also will give them a place 

(c) Ezek. 20. 12. (d) Isai, 56. 6, 7, 8. 
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within his walls, and a name better than of 
sons or daughters, an everlasting name that 
shall not be cut off. (e) And the prophet 
says, farther, if thou turn away thy foot 
from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure 
on my holy day; and call the sabbath a 
delight, the holy of the Lord, honourable; 
and shalt honour him, not doing thine own 
ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor 
speaking thine own words: then shalt thou 
delight thyself in the Lord; and I will 
cause thee to ride upon the high places of 
the earth, and feed thee with the heritage 
of Jacob thy father : for the mouth of the 
Lord hath spoken it. (f) This command- 
ment was one of the ten written with the' 
finger of God, and graven upon his tablets; 
it was delivered on the Mount, out of the 
midst of the fire, of the cloud, and of the 
thick darkness, with a great voice; and 
designated by the spirit of Christ to be 
written, not according to the covenant 

(e) Isai. 56. 3, 4, 5. (f) Isai. 58. 13, 14. 
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which was made with our fathers in tables 
of stone, bat in the fleshly table of our 
heart (g) We read that the Great Jeho- 
vah created the heavens and the earth in 
six days, and rested on the seventh, and 
rejoiced in his works. Therefore may we 
expect new light and life in our souls, and 
also rest for the body, if we observe to keep 
that day holy, concerning which we have 
so many injunctions so to do. Let us come 
boldly to that throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time 
of need; that we hunger and thirst after 
righteousness, and enjoy sweet communion 
with our Maker ; that our souls may grow 
in that grace which will keep us in our 
daily walk, not living as Christians for a 
day, as we know not when we may be 
called to give an account for the deeds done 
in the body. 

Now, as there remaineth a rest for the 
people of God, let us labour to enter into 

■ 

(g) 2 Cor. 3. 3. 
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it; for if we draw back, we shall find that 
the word of God is quick and powerful, 
and sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing of soul and 
spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is 
a discerner of the thoughts and intents of 
the heart. (A) And " as every one of us 
shall give account of himself to God," 
let us then seek the Lord while he may 
be found, and call upon him while he is 
near; for he that asketh receiveth, and 
he that seeketh findeth. Oh! that we may 
present our bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God, which is our reasonable 
service. Having boldness to enter into 
the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new 
and living way. And let us hear what the 
apostle adds, not forsaking the assembling 
of ourselves together, as the manner of 
some is ; (t) for God is greatly to be feared 
in the assembly of the saints, and to be 
had in reverence of all them that are about 

(h) Heb. 4. 19. (i) Heb. 10. 25. 

T 
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him ; (J) unto Ms habitation shall ye seek, 
and thither shall ye come, ye Add yctar 
households, (k) For from (he rising of the 
son to the going down of the same, my 
name saith the Almighty shall be great 
ainong the Gentiles; and in every place 
incense shall be offered unto my name, and 
a pure offering. (I) God is a spirit, and 
they that worship him must worship him 
in spirit and in truth. 

How amiable are thy tabernacles, 
Lord of Hosts! For a day in thy courts is 
better than a thousand, (m) Where tm 
Or three are gathered together (says our 
Holy Redeemer) in my name, there am I 
in the midst of them, (n) And he that 
loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and 
I will lore him, and will manifest myself 
to him. (o) 



(j) Ps; 89. r. (*) Deut 12. 5, 7. (I) Mai. 1. It 
(m) Ps. 84. 1,10. (n) Matt. 18. 20. 

(•) John, 14. 21. 



J! 
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And they went from Kehelathah, and pitched in Mount 

Shaphar. 



SHAPHAR signifies Goodly, Elegant, 
teautiful. If in Kehelathah when assem- 
led to worship that spirit who alone 
leareth the cry of the humble and penitent 
leart, we partake of the fruitions of that 
livine love whose face shines as the sun 
ind his raiment is white as the light : (p) 
Who looketh forth as the morning, fair as 
the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as 
mi army with banners ? Thou art indeed 
nay Love, my Redeemer, beautiful as Tir- 
fch, comely as Jerusalem. Let us then 
fescend as into the valley of our hearts to 
tee whether the vine flourishes, and the 
HUnegranates. (q) Those that be planted 
ft the house of the Lord, shall flourish in 
he courts of our God, (says the sweet 

(p) Matt. 17. *. (q) Sol. Song, 6. 10, 11. 
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Psalmist) ; for they shall still bring forth 
fruit in old age; they shall be fat and 
flourishing : to shew that the Lord is up- 
right There is no unrighteousness in him. 
(r) O that we might be of the number of 
those who may be called trees of righteous- 
ness, the planting of the Lord, that he may 
be glorified. For thus saith the Almighty, 
by the prophet Ezekiel, I will also take of 
the highest branch of the high cedar, and 
will set it; I will crop off from the top of bis 
young twigs a tender one, and will plant it 
upon an high mountain and eminent; in 
the mountain of the height of Israel will I 
plant it; and it shall bring forth boughs, 
and bear fruit, and be a goodly cedar: and 
under it shall dwell all fowl of every wing; 
in the shadow of the branches thereof shall 
they dwell: that we may know that it is 
the Lord alone who can bring down the 
high and lofty one in his own imagination, 
and exalt him of low degree, (s) 

(r) Ps. 92. 13, 14, 15. («) JExek. 17. S3, 23. 
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Let us then cast down all these vain 
imaginations and every high thing that 
exalteth itself against the knowledge of 
God, and bring into captivity every thought 
to the obedience of Christ; (t) for the 
thought of foolishness is sin : (u) that we 
may come and lodge under its branches, 
and partake of the sweet fragrance of the 
gospel of peace in our hearts, and that the 
tabernacle of the Most High may be a 
covert from the storm and rain, and for a 
shadow in the day time from the heat, and 
a place of refuge. 

We read (in the 24th chapter of Exodus) 
that Moses sprinkled half the blood upon 
the people, and half upon the altar, so we 
are to fear, love, and serve the Almighty, 
who will support and save us: and when 
Moses took the blood and sprinkled it on 
the people, he said, behold the blood of the 
covenant which the Lord hath made with 

(!) 2 Cor. 10. 5. (tt) Prov. 24. 9. 
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you, concerning all these words. Thus we 
see the blood of him, who is the new and 
everlasting covenant; who committed him- 
self to hun that judgeth righteously : who 
his own self bare our sins in his own body 
on the tree, that we, heing dead to sins, 
should live unto righteousness ; by whose 
stripes we are healed, (v) 

Here also we find that Moses, Aaron, 
Nadab, and Abihu, with the seventy Elders, 
saw the God of Israel ; -by some visible 
marks of his presence, as of cloud, or of 
human or angelic figure; aad there was 
under his feet, as it were a paved work, of 
a sapphire stone, and as it were the body 
of heaven in his clearness, (w) These glo- 
rious sights were not confined to these &- 
vourites of heaven ; for we read that the 
prophet Isaiah saw in his vision the Lord 
sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, 
and his train filled the temple, &c. (x) John 

(r) i Pet t. 23, 24. (to) Exod. U. 10. (x) Isai. 6. 1. 
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Divine saw the ihiBfcL al*» wnra an 
ferileintheisieorPafKfi, fcr4*«mt*r 
God, and for the hrtiiwT ttf JegwCltfaaL 
8ic. (y) And to the puiph. I Eariarii 
veQotts things 
while ill captivity, 
toured with the 

And why is it Aatievtufte^ 
vented enjoying jMs fbrvtaua 
Jerusalem? Why do we not 
a glass the gkwy of the Laid* It mm* 
because we have not whoBy left £*79t* 
Is it net because we hare still a 4/tmaty HU 
the rich young man, id tetaia <nr *arikiy 
blessings, setting our heart* too aadb apMt 
them, and which we rot eire *p, if «e 
wish for a more desirable inheritaace abore. 
For as our Holy Bedeeawr said anto fcua, 
If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that tfcmi 
hast, and give to the poor, and them sbalt 
have treasure in heaven* So most we he 

(jr) Rer. 1. 9. 
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truly converted to God, and have Christ 
dwelling in our hearts by faith, before we 
can keep the commandments, which the 
young man said he had observed ; for with- 
out being assisted, and influenced by that 
grace, we can neither in letter, nor spirit, 
do any thing as we ought to do. O that 
we may be inclined to keep these laws, and 
that they may be written and engraven up- 
on our hearts : that having been followers, 
in the regeneration, we may at last sit down 
upon the throne of his glory with those who 
have washed their robes, and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb. 



: 
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3ounwg XXX* b. 24. 

id f fey removed from Mount Shapkar, and encamped in 

Haradah, 



HARADAH, from Charad, to hurry, 
) tremble, or shake as through fear. Is 
: any wonder that the Israelites should 
remble when they heard the thunders, and 
aw the lightnings, and the thick cloud, 
ad heard the voice of the trumpet exceed- 
ng loud? (See Exod. 19 and 20.) Moses 
limself did exceedingly fear and quake, 
o terrible was the sight, (y) It was the 
ke trembling that took hold of Isaac, 
hen his son Esau came too late and told 
bu he was his first born, (z) It was 
ie like trembling which seized the host 
* the Philistines, when Jonathan and his 
ttnour-bearer ascended the rock and smote 
lem. (a) 

Ought we not to humble ourselves with 
oly fear, and obey the voice of Him whose 

(y) Heb. 12. 21. ( z) Geo. «7. 33. 

(a) l Sam. 14. 12. 

U 
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manifold blessings and favors are so richly 
bestowed as when in Mount Shaphar; that 
the influence of his divine presence may 
keep oar minds in peace? so as to produce 
spiritual gifts, and holy dispositions ; that 
sin, and the grand enemy of souls and the 
world, may not be able to make us flee, as 
the wicked, when none pursueth ; (6) but 
to be, as Solomon says of the righteous, 
" bold as a lion." For what is the hope 
of the hypocrite, though he hath gained, 
when God taketh away his soul ? Will 
God hear his cry when trouble cometh 
upon him ? Will he delight himself in the 
Almighty? Will he always call upon God? 
Behold the joy of the hypocrite is but for a 
moment, (c) 

Why are we then thus vain? for who 
hath hardened himself against God, and 
hath prospered ? (d) Let us seriously ex- 
amine ourselves, and see what is the cause 
of this faintness of heart, and such internal 

(b) Prov. 28. 1. (c) Job, 27. 8, 9, 10. Job, 20. 5. 

(d) Job, 9. 4. 
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tremblings which may arise from as great 
a -variety of causes as our minds are dis- 
similar, and for which we can scarcely 
account till the cause be discovered. This 
terror may be for our humiliation, that we 
may be more willing to offer the sacrifice 
which our heavenly Father in his unerring 
wisdom doth or may require at our hands, 
and to make us submit more cheerfully to 
his yoke. The Apostle Paul was not un- 
acquainted with the character of the divine 
justice and purity ; for he says, " knowing 
the terror of the Lord, we persuade men." 
(e) May we then, from whatever cause it 
may arise, work out our salvation with 
fear and trembling. For it is God which 
worketh in us to will and to do of his good 
pleasure ; (/) and it is he that will bring 
every work into judgment, with every secret 
thing, whether it be good or whether it be 
evil, (g) 

(0 2 Cor. 5. 11. (f) Phil. 2. 12, 13. 

(S) Eccles. 12. 14. 



Sourmg XXM. b. 25. 

MAKHELOTH, from Kehel, or as a 
noun, Keheleth, a gatherer together, an 
assembler. See Numbers, chap. 16. where 
we find Korah, Dathan, Abiram and On, 
gathering together a great assembly against 
Moses and Aaron, and saying, Ye take too 
much upon you, ye sons of Levi; designing 
by this method to humble them; but at die 
same time, to exalt themselves. But hear 
what Moses says to them, " the Lord will 
shew who are his, and who is holy :" and 
so we find that he who sent Moses and 
Aaron, shewed these rebellious sons who 
were holy and who were to stand before 
the congregation, to minister before them; 
and as a proof of the Almighty's displea- 
sure against them, the earth opened her 
mouth and swallowed them up ; and a fire 
came out from the Lord, and consumed the 
two hundred and fifty that offered incense. 
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A dreadful plague also destroyed fourteen 
thousand seven hundred of the people who 
had joined in the revolt. What an awful 
warning should this be to us to beware of 
resisting our spiritual guide or teacher; ibr 
if Aaron, the high priest, could with his 
censer and incense assuage the wrath* that 
was gone out from the Lord, and make an 
atonement for the people, how much more 
effectual may we not expect the great atone- 
ment to be, which was made by our Holy 
Redeemer, of whom Aaron was only the 
type! For if, when we were enemies, we 
were reconciled to God by the death of his 
Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall 
be saved by his life, (g) For there is one 
God, and one Mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus; who gave him- 
self a ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time. (A) How often do we refuse to sub- 
mit to the laws of our Great High Priest, 

(r) Ron. 5. 10. (h) l Tim. 2. 5,6. 
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and do not obey his still small voice; bat 
when ids awful power and vengeance are 
witnessed, and we have obtained deliver- 
ance, have we not again returned to our 
former iniquities, and provoked him still 
more by our disobedience and folly ? 

Let us search and try our ways, and 
turn again unto the Lord. Let us think an 
our wavs; so shall we turn our feet unto 
his testimonies, (i) For if we would judge 
ourselves, we should not be judged, (j) 
Is it not of the Lord's mercies we are not 
consumed? Let us then come out from 
among the wicked and disobedient, and be 
separate and touch not the unclean thing, 
that the miseries of sin, and the stings of 
conscience may not expose us to everlast- 
ing woe : but let us love, serve and obey 
our heavenly Father, that we may be his 
sons and daughters, and enjoy everlasting 
righteousness while here, and peace here- 
after. 

(t) Lam. 3. 40. Ps. 119. 59. (j) 1 Cor. 11. 31. 



Slouweg XXM%. b. 26. 



And they removed from Makheloth, and encamped 

at Tahath. 



TAHATH,. from Nachath, to descend, 
or with mem prefixed to Tachath, Under- 
neath, below, contrition, &c. The awful 
judgments poured out upon the turbulent 
assemblers in Makheloth, would doubtless 
fill the mind with contrition; and if we 
desire not to resist the good spirit in our 
heart, we must descend into this valley of 
humility, and take up our daily cross. As 
the spirit of the world lusteth to envy, and 
the friendship of the world is enmity against 
God, so the holy spirit resists the proud, 
but giveth grace to the humble : and if we 
draw nigh to him, he also will draw nigh to 
us. Humbling ourselves in his sight, and 
not speaking evil one of another: for he 
that speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth 
his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and 




160 

judgeth the law : for there is one lawgiver, 
who is able to save and to destroy. (I) 
The face of the Lord is against them that 
do evil. The way of the wicked is as 
darkness, and they know not at what they 
stumble : but the path of the just is as the 
shining light, that shineth more and more 
unto the perfect day. (m) By humility, and 
the fear of the Lord, are riches, honour, and 
life, (n) What is it that the Almighty 
requires of us ? Is it not to do justly, and 
to love mercy, and walk humbly with our 
Maker, (o) He is nigh unto them that are 
of a broken heart, and saveth such as be of 
a contrite spirit! (p) Have we not an 
example unequalled in our Holy Redeemer 
of divine and human perfections, who took 
upon him the form of a servant, to in- 
struct us to be meek and lowly, that we 
might have a humble sense of our unwor- 



(0 James, 4. It. (m) Pror. 4. 19, 18. 

(«) Prov. 22. 4. <e) Midi. 6. ft. (pj> Ps.34. 18. 
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thiness, sinfulness, and the misery of our 
nature ; and become as little children ? It 
was he who regarded the low estate of his 
hand-maiden ; (q) and will also look upon 
us, if we are not wise in our own eyes, and 
prudent in our own sight; for every one 
that is proud and lifted up will be brought 
low in the day of the Lord of Hosts, (r) 
Most men will proclaim every one his own 
goodness: but they that commend them- 
selves, measuring themselves by their own 
standard, and comparing themselves, among 
themselves, are not wise : for not he that 
commendeth himself is approved, but whom 
the Lord commendeth. (s) Let us then 
move forward from Tahath; continuing 
our route in the valley of humility to Tarah, 
there to enjoy his invigorating presence, 
which is better than life itself. 



(q) Lake 1. 48. (r) Isai. 5. 21. Itai. 2. 1*. 
(«) Pro*. 20. 6. 2 Cor. IX). 12, 18. 



Sources XXW&. b.27. 

j4»d f fey departed from Tahath, and pitched in Torek 

TARAH, from Ruach, to breathe, 
breathing, refreshment, as the morning 
breeze, respite. How delightful are these 
seasons of divine breathing after the drought 
of summer ! When the day dawns, and 
the shadows flee away, we can get to the 
mountain of myrrh, and to the hill of frank- 
incense, there to partake of that peace 
Which onr Holy Redeemer said would come 
unto his disciples, when the times of re- 
freshing should come from the presence of 
the Lord; which in this life often refresh 
the soul after afflictions and sorrow* But 
how much greater will it be if we truly feai 
and serve him when delivered from this 
body of clay to breathe an eternal spring, 
and see him whom our soul loveth ! He 
whose branch is beautiful and glorious, 
and of whom Aaron's rod typified, as it 
budded and brought forth buds, and bios- 
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somed and yielded almonds; which miracle 
mast unquestionably have proved to the 
Children of Israel that Aaron was chosen 
for their priest. And can we not see our 
Holy Redeemer represented in this priest* 
hood, who is the beginning, middle, and 
end, wherein every good work must be 
fonnd ; the buds, all our good desires, the 
blossoms, all our holy resolutions and pro- 
mising professions; and the ripe fruits of 
faith, love, and obedience. Do not all 
these spring from the priesthood of the 
Lord Jesus, whose fruit shall be excellent 
and comely for them that are escaped of 
Israel ? For there will I make the horn of 
David to bud : I have ordained a lamp for 
mine anointed: his enemies will I clothe 
with shame; but upon himself shall his 
crown flourish, (t) The Loud will send 
the rod of his strength out of Zioa, to the 
conversion, sanctification, and comfort of 
the children of men, that we may be willing 

(0 P», 132. 
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in the day of his power. Unto us a child 
is born, unto us a son is given : and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder: 
and his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting 
Father, the Prince of Peace. And yet, 
notwithstanding all this power, he says, I 
can of my own self do nothing: as I hear, I 
judge; and my judgment is just; because 
I seek not mine own will, but the will of 
the Father which hath sent me. (u) How 
can we, who are such poor finite creatures, 
do any thing as we ought, without the 
assistance of the Holy Spirit ? 

He, the vine, who led Israel out of 
Egypt, shall cause them that are come out 
of Jacob to take root: and Israel to blossom 
and bud, and fill the whole earth with fruit 
Awake then, O north wind; and come 
thou south; blow upon my garden, that the 
spices thereof may flow out (v) And that 
our souls may thus become fruitful, let us 

(«) John, 5. 30. (e) Sol. Song, 4. 16. 
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look for the manifold operations of the 
Holy Spirit to convince, to comfort, to stir 
up and quicken our hearts ; that our souls 
may flourish in every grace, and he adorned 
with love, joy, peace, long-suffering:, gen- 
tleness, goodness, faith, meekness, tem- 
perance, against which there is no law. (w) 
As our chastening,' when in Makheloth, 
seemed to be grievous, yet when we entered 
Tahath, that is, contrition, and after pro- 
ceeding to Tarah, it yieldeth the peaceable 
fruit of righteousness unto them that are 
exercised thereby. 

Thou art the source and centre of all minds, 
.Their only point of rest, Eternal Word! 
From thee departing they are lost, and rove 
At random without honour* hope, or peace. 
From thee is all, that soothes the life of man, 
His high endeavour, and his glad success, 
His strength to suffer, and his will to serve. 
But, O thou bounteous Giver of all Good ! 
Thou art of all thy gifts thyself the crown ! 
Give what thou canst, without thee we are poor, 
And with thee rich, take what thou wilt away. 

Cowper. 

(to) Gal. 5. 22. 




Jounus XXV* b* 28. 
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Ami then reameifnm Tmk, mi fiUktd im MtOak 

MTTHCAH, from Mathak, to be sweet, 
agreeable to the taste, sweetness as of honey 
or figs. David, when speaking of the laws 
of die Lord, and his grace in our heart, 
says, more to be desired are they than gold, 
yea than much fine gold : sweeter also than 
honey and the honeycomb, (x) How con- 
soling and refreshing is this communion 
with our heavenly Father ! His voice is 
most sweet, and under his shadow may we 
sit with great delight, and his fruit will be 
sweet to our taste. For, behold ! the voice 
of our Beloved cometh leaping upon the 
mountains, skipping upon the hills. If we 
are truly hungering and thirsting after this 
pure fountain, then will every bitter thing 

(*) P». 19. 10. 
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be made sweet. We shall go forth by the 
footsteps of his flock, and feed beside the 
shepherd's tents, where he maketh them to 
rest at noon. 

O that we might be enabled to say, 
with the sweet Psalmist of Israel, O how 
I love thy law! it is my meditation all 
the day. How sweet are thy words unto 
my taste ! yea sweeter than honey to my 
month! (y) And that we may also meditate 
upon the mighty power of the Great Jeho- 
vah. It is he who looketh upon the earth, 
and it trembleth: who toucheth the hills 
also, and they smoke. To whom alone all 
praise belongs. As our understandings 
become more fully opened by this divine 
communion, our meditation of him will be 
more sweet and we shall be able to rejoice 
in the Rock of our Salvation. He who is 
the Rock of Ages, the Resurrection and the 
life; who appeared to his disciples and 

(y) P». 119. 97, 103. 
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discoursed with them as they walked to the 
village of Emmaus, and of whom they said 
one to another, did not our hearts burn 
within us while he opened to us the scrip- 
tures ? O that we could all say, who read 
these lines as they did, the Lord is risen 
indeed, and that he hath appeared to us, 
and that his love is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost. For the angel 
of the Lord encampeth round about them 
that fear him, and delivereth them, (z) 
come, taste, and see that he is good; and 
as new-born babes, desire the sincere milk 
of the word, that ye may grow thereby: if so 
be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious, 
(a) We have a strong city; salvation will 
God appoint for walls and bulwarks, (b) 

Ye bear'ns ! from high the dewy nectar pour, 
And in soft silence shed the kiudly show'r ! 
The sick and weak the healing plant shall aid, 
From storms a shelter, and from heat a shade. 

(z) Ps. 34. 7,8. («) 1 Pet. 2. 2,3. (6) Isai. 26. 1 
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The dumb shall ring, the lame his cratch forego, 
And leap exalting like the bounding roe. 
No sigh, no murmur, the wide world shall bear ; 
From ev'ry race he wipes off ev'ry tear. 
As the good shepherd tends his fleecy care, 
Seeks freshest pasture, and the purest air, 
Explores the lost, the wand'ring sheep directs, 
By day o'ersees them, and by night protects ; 
The tender lambs he raises in his arms, 
Feeds from bis hand, and in his bosom warms; 
That shall mankind his guardian care engage, 
The promised father of the future age. 
The seas shall waste, the skies in smoke decay, 
Rocks fall to dust, and mountains melt away ; 
But fix'd his word, his saving pow'r remains ; 
Thy realm for ever lasts, thy own Messiah reigns ! 

Pojk. 



Y 
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And they went from Mitkcmk, and pitched in HtitkmimK 

HASHMONAH, from Manah, to dis- 
tribute by number, compute, reckon, &c. 
As a thousand years in the sight of the 
Almighty are but as yesterday, when it is 
past, and as a watch in the night, oughtwe 
not then to number our days, that we may 
apply our hearts unto wisdom? We who 
so often, from our rashness and folly, are 
reduced to straits and perplexities, when 
we have deviated from the valley of humi- 
liation, and looked too much outwardly, 
and been tempted, as David, by the great 
deceiver, to number Israel, (c) and from 
the same spirit are we too apt to com- 
pute the outward things of time and sense, 
which are as the shadows that flee away, 
and which perish with the using, instead 

(o) 1 Chro. 21. 14. 
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of numbering our days and applying our 
hearts unto wisdom. But the Almighty, 
who is full of compassion, and who for- 
giveth iniquity, though we turn our back, 
and so often tempt and limit the Holy 
One of Israel, yet he remembereth that we 
are but dust; he is our refuge and strength ; 
a very present help in trouble. Though 
the waves of the sea roar, and be troubled, 
and the mountains shake with the swelling 
thereof; the Lord sitteth above the water- 
flood, and reigneth a king for ever. There 
is a river, the streams whereof make glad 
the city of God, the holy place of the taber- 
nacle of the most high. God is in the midst 
of her; she shall not be moved: God shall 
help her, and that right early, (d) It is 
through our Redeemer alone we will make 
mention of thy name, and through whom we 
are redeemed from the bondage of sin and 
satan, and by whose resurrection we shall 

(d) Ps. 46. 1, 3, 4, 5. 
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all be made alive. And as Moses was 
commanded to speak to the Israelites, to 
number seven sabbaths of seven years, that 
is, seven times seven years, .which was the 
space of forty and nine years. Then the 
trumpet of the Jubilee was to sound in the 
day of atonement throughout all the land; 
and the fiftieth year was to be hallowed, 
and liberty to be proclaimed to all the in- 
habitants ; every man was to return into 
his possession, and every man unto his fa- 
mily. They were neither to sow; nor to 
reap that which grew of itself, nor gather 
grapes of the vine undressed; for the Jubi- 
lee was to be holy unto them. They were 
to eat the increase out of the field. The 
sabbath of the land was to be meat for 
them. 

O how humane, and divinely significant 
was this institution ! Does not this Jubilee 
represent that time of release when our 
Redeemer would come to proclaim the ac- 
ceptable year of the Lord, to comfort all 
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that mourn? And as it was so called from 
the blast of the trumpet, with which it was 
proclaimed, and was, says Parkhurst, " a 
most lively and animating prefiguration of 
that grand consummation of time which 
was to be introduced in like manner by the 
trump of God, when the children and heirs 
of God should be delivered from all their 
forfeitures, and restored to the inheritance 
allotted to them by their Father, and thence- 
forth rest from their labours, and be sup- 
ported in life and happiness by what the 
field of God should supply/ 9 

Let us then wait for the promise of the 
Father, and not be anxious to know the 
times or the seasons which he alone hath 
put in his own power: it is not for us to 
know them, but he who is the numbefer of 
secrets, of whom the prophet Daniel in his 
vision saw. (See chap. 8. v. 13.) 



Sounwg XXVffl. to* so. 



And they departed from Haskmonmh, tnd encamped of 

M—erotk. 



MOSEROTH, from Yatsar, bonds, cor- 
rection, discipline, instruction. In this 
station, we may be reminded of the method 
which oar Heavenly Father makes use of 
to correct oar foibles and weaknesses, and 
to let as see the necessity of being taught of 
him alone. For without his holyguidance, 
we are apt to come to hasty conclusions in 
our minds by fixing times, and limiting 
Jehovah's deeds to the church. May we 
now be wise and be instructed; and may 
all who sit as judges in the earth, take heed 
that they be not of the number who rebel 
against him; but that they be of those who 
are accounted truly wise, whose ear heareth 
the reproof of life. For if we refuse to hear 
instruction, we despise our own soul; but if 
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we are willing to hear reproof, we get un- 
derstanding. As an ornament of fine gold, so 
is a wise reprover upon an obedient ear. (e) 
The fear of the Lord is the instruction of 
wisdom; and before honour is humility. 

If we have had fathers in the flesh who 
corrected us, and we gave them reverence, 
shall we not much rather be in subjection 
unto the Father of Spirits and live? (f) 
For they verily, for a few days, chastened 
us after their own pleasure ; but he for our 
profit, that we might be partakers of his 
holiness. Whom the Lord loveth he cor- 
rected^ even as a father the son in whom 
he delighteth. (g) Behold, happy is the 
man whom God correcteth: therefore des- 
pise not thou the chastening of the Almighty : 
for he maketh sore, and bindeth up; he 
woundeth, and his hands make whole. (A) 



(e) Prov. 25. 1*. 
(/J Heb. 1*. 9. Ct) P*ov. 3. IS. (h) Job 5. 17, 18. 



Sounufi XX&KM. b. 3i. 

And they encamped from Moscroth, and pitched in Bene- 

Jaakan, 



BENE-JAAKAN, to confine, contract, 
compress, or squeeze; or Bene, tlje Sons of 
Jaakan, or affliction. We find that the 
Horites, who before time dwelt in Seir, and 
from whom the children of Jaakan descend- 
ed, were destroyed, and succeeded by the 
children of Esau ; (*') as Israel did also 
unto the land of their possession, which the 
Lord gave unto them; which was inhabited 
by the children of Esau their brethren the 
Canaanites. (j) Moses, in his blessing, 
says, Happy art thou, O Israel; who is like 
unto thee, O people, saved by the Lord, the 
shield of thy help, and who is the sword of 
thy excellency! and thine enemies shall be 
subdued unto thee, and thou shalt tread 

(i) Gen. 36. 20, 27. 1 Chro. 1. 38, 42. 
(j) Dent 2. 12. 
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ipon their high places, (4) I have seen, 
; *ys David, the indeed in great power, and 
tpreading himself like a green bay tree. 
Ket he passed away; and, lo, he was not; 
rea I sought him, but he could not be 
bund. (I) 

What a necessity for all to be humble; 
or, like the children of Jaakan, we are all 
prang from Adam. And, as the Almighty 
i$s made of one blood all the nations of 
he earth, is it not a duty incumbent upon 
is to love as brethren and our neighbour 
s ourselves ? How quickly do we see our 
eflow creatures go down to death and 
ternity, as a shadow that declineth never 
o return. Remarkably trodden are the 
taths of death though still unknown. What 
aukitudes have gone before us, so also 
rill there be to follow us ; and how great 
nd awful mil be that assembly in which 
U die dead, small and great, shall stand 

(k) Dent* 33. 29. (I) Ps. 37. 35, 36. 

Z 
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before God, even before him who is nom 
Great Intercessor for poor sinners, wl 
robes have been washed in his blood. 

The Children of Israel, we find, i 
now pitched amongst those sons of Jaal 
or pressure, which may remind us that 
chastisement of the Almighty is, accoa 
to the prophet Amos, "as a cart ths 
pressed when full of sheaves." (in) Le 
not oppose the leadings of the spirit in 
hearts, but press and seek after with a 1 
boldness, resolution, and fervency, the 
vation and happiness which are before 
that we may go on from station to sta 
as the Israelites, and cheerfully receive 
struction, correction, and divine chas 
ment, which will at last bring us fortl 
fined as silver, and tried as gold. 1 
when we call on the name of the Lord 
will hear us, and we shall be his pec 
and be enabled to say, " the Lord is 
God/' (n) 

(m) Amos, 2. 13. (n) Zecb. 13. 9. 



Sourneji £?$£• b« 32. 



And they removed from Bene-Jaakan, and encamped at 

Hor-Hagidgad. 



HOR-HAGIDGAD, from Chor, a hole 
>r pit of Gidgad, or ahote properly through 
ehich the white light appears, or as a hole 
«■ narrow passage: (See 1 Sam. 14. 11., 2 
tings, 12. 9., and Ezek. 8. 7.) Here we 
hay be admonished of a state of closer self- 
tenia!, and constant submission of our own 
vills to the Divine ; that we may by the 
ircumcision of Christ, made without hands 
n putting off the body of the sins of the 
lesh, (o) walk in that narrow way, and 
inter in at that strait gate which leadeth 
into life ; (p) which gate John the Divine 
ays shall not be shut at all by day; for 
biere shall be no night there: and there 

(«) Col. «. 11. (p) Matt. 7. 13. 
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shall in no wise enter into it any thing that 
defileth, neither worketh abomination, or 
maketh a lie: but they which are written 
in the Lamb's book of life, (q) Behold 
there is a place by me, saith the Almighty 
to Moses, and thou shalt stand upon a rock: 
and it shall come to pass, while my glory 
passeth by, that I will put fhee in a cleft of 
the rock ; and I will cover thee while I 
pass by. O my Saviour and my Redeemer, 
who art as the lily among thorns, who art 
in the clefts of the rock, and who abideth 
under the shadow of the Almighty. Let 
me see thy countenance, let me hear thy 
voice; for sweet is thy voice, and thy coun- 
tenance is comely, (r) Now we see through 
a glass darkly; but then face to face; now 
we know in part; but then shall I know 
even as I am known, (s) God who com- 
manded the light to shine out of darkness, 
hath shined in our hearts, to give the light 

(q) Rev. 21. 25, 27. 
(r) Sol. Song, 2. 14. («) 1 Cor* IS. 12. 
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of the knowledge of the glory of God, in 
the face of Jesus Christ. (0 

Come then to this Shepherd of Israel, 
ye who desire to have fellowship with him, 
and to be partakers of his divine presence. 
It is he who will cover thee with his feathers ; 
and under his wings shalt thou trust: his 
truth will be thy shield and buckler, (u) 
And though we may be refined, but hot 
with silver, and chosen in the furnace of 
affliction: yet if we ask believing, he will 
grant our request; and the Lord will be 
unto us everlasting light, and the days of 
our mourning shall be ended. 

" Fair is that day when darkness flees, 
" And vict'ry doth smile." 

(0 « Cor. 4. 6. (*) Ps. 91. 4. 
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And ikey went from Hor-hagidgad, and pitched inJotbathah. 

JOTBATHAH, from Tob, and Yatab, 
to be good, goodly, pleasant, agreeable, 
right. He who said, " Let there be light, 
and there was light," does in the strongest 
manner furnish us with the delightful ideas 
abovementioned. 

Hail, active Nature's watchful life, and health! 
Her joy, her ornament, and wealth! 

It was this Divine and Holy Being who 
appeared to Moses in the bush, and sent 
him to deliver the Israelites out of the hand 
of the Egyptians, and to bring them into a 
good land that flowed with milk and honey. 
But how much more goodly, pleasant, and 
glorious are the influences of that divine 
and holy spirit conferred upon us in the 
secret of the soul, which will lead us into 
that land of uprightness, where we shall 
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partake of the corn and wine of his kingdom ; 
where we shall hanger and thirst no more, 
but shall have the oil of joy for mourning ; 
and taste of the sweet fruits of the Canaan 
above. Should not this animate us to per- 
severe with earnestness in the narrow path, 
which he the Good Shepherd hath conse- 
crated for us, that we may come to this 
Jotbah or land of rivers of water, (v) which 
will make glad the city of our God, spring- 
ing up in us, that the fruit thereof may be 
refreshed, and yield, some thirty, some 
sixty, and some an hundred fold. O may 
we come and enjoy by persevering through 
the strait gate of humility, and keeping in 
the valley of self abasedness. It is thou, 

Great God, whose sceptre sways the poles. 
Support of human and angelic souls ; 
To mortal minds thy wond'rous grace make known, 
The power of faith let sense and reason own ; 
Let praise triumphant dwell in every breath, 
Loudly proclaim the power of living faith; 

(«) Deut. 10. 7. 
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Oar tools ennobled with redeemiug love, 
Shall, 'midst pur pressing woes, thy goodness p; 
Shine wisdom, with thy rays divinely bright, 
Fill ev*ry mind with pore unerring light ; 
While faith, and charity, serenely grow, 
Bid smiling Eden bless this rate of woe. 
Water'd with streams of life that ceaseless flow, 
With thee in joy our fruitful branches grow; 
That humble souls with face unveil'd may see, 
Tlie orient star, great sonrce of endless day ; 
Serene, transfocm'd, replete with solid peace, 
Restating on mankind the Saviour's grace. 
Soon shall stern winter shun thy coming near, 
And fruits of Eden crown the sliding year. 



^ 
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And ihey removed from Jrtbathah, und encamped ai Ebronah* 

EBRONAH, from Ranah, a shouting, 
crying out. While in this state of muta- 
bility, how apt is our gold to become dim! 
Does not this arise for want of keeping low, 
and sitting as at the feet of our Redeemer, 
waiting till he alone doth call us, and anoint 
us, as with the garment of praise? and 
from which we have too frequently to sit as 
the sparrow alone on the house top, or be 
as the heath in the desert, not knowing from 
whence good cometh, and are ready to cry 
out, as David, Why art thou cast down, O 
my soul? and why art thou disquieted 
within me? hope thou in God : for I shall 
yet praise him, for the help of his counte- 
nance, (w) Often are we overwhelmed 

(to) Ps. 42. 5. 

a a 
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with a sense of our sinful nature, and the 
troubles, temptations, and fears arising 
therefrom. But what a consolation, who- 
ever we are, or in whatever condition, a 
throne of mercy and he who heareth the 
prayer of the contrite heart is near to be 
applied unto ; who is a strong tower into 
which we may run, and find safety. Jesus 
our protecting Rock, is near; his holy 
spirit will lead and guide us unto the great 
I am. Our former conflicts, and wonderful 
protection and deliverance, ought to stimu- 
late and encourage us to flee to this city of 
refuge: to him who hears our prayers, re- 
gards our vows, and will provide for us 
every thing good. 

Let us then daily and conscientiously 
perform our vows unto him, who is the God 
of our Salvation, and who liveth for ever; 
who is our Rock, and there is no un- 
righteousness in him. Though many be 
the afflictions of the righteous ; yet he de- 
livereth out of them all. 
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Yea ! there is a Being benignant above us, 

To shelter in sorrow, and cherish in care : 
Yes ! there is a power to pity and love us, 

A balm for the wounded, a beam for the tear, 
Which comes o'er the bosom like day o'er the billow, 

To mariners weary and wild with despair; 
Which brightens the dungeon, and softens the pillow, 

And smells like a rose on our wilderness here. 



# 



^ 



SMmrnrj? XXX<& b.35. 



« «HIWlWi»l #« W# 




EZION-G ABER, signifies, from Yatsar, 
counsel, advice, and Gaber, a man. Ac- 
cording to the 1 Kings, 9. 26. we find that 
it was in Ezion-Gaber where King Solomon 
made a navy of ships, from whence he sent 
for gold of Ophir,* which was beside Eloth, 
on the shore of the Red Sea, in the land of 
Edom. And which is now called by the 
Arabians, Meenahel Dsahab or the Golden 

• Ophir, once thought to be an island or port in 
India, is now fully allowed to be Africa. Tharshish or 
Tarshisb, it would seem, on comparing 1 Kings xxii. 48. 
with 2 Chron. xx. 36. is one and the same place ; bat in 
Isaiah xxiii. Tarshish is twice rendered Carthage by the 
seventy. If Tremellius be correct in rendering this 
word, ocean, we must understand him of the ocean sur- 
rounding Africa. The A is reversive or privative, the 
/ of the Romans, answers in many words to the PJkt of 
the Hebrews : and the a is, with them, the feminine 
deninence of most of the names of countries ; that is, 
without cold. The etymon of the word seems therefore 
quite sufficient to identify Ophir with the gold coast of 
Africa. 
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Port ; and in which land of Edom, David 
put garrisons, and they all became his ser- 
vants, (x) So must we endeavour to over- 
come and keep under the earthly and sen- 
sual life of which this Edom, according to 
references in the Psalms, was figurative; 
that we may become servants of the strong 
and mighty God: who, if we hearken to his 
counsel, shall be wise. Who is this, says 
the prophet, that cometh from Edom, with 
dyed garments from Bozrah ? this that is 
glorious in his apparel, travelling in the 
greatness of his strength? It is I, says the 
Messiah, that speaketh in righteousness, 
mighty to save, (y) He came to publish 
righteousness, and to redeem us from all 
iniquity, and ever liveth to make interces- 
sion for us, who come to the Father by him. 
If in our tribulation or crying out, as in 
Ebronah, we pass on into Ezion-Gaber the 
counsel of the strong one, to be taught by 

(x) % Sam. 8. 14. (y) Isai. 63. 1. 
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him, and follow him fully through every 
dispensation, let us press after that perfec- 
tion which, by the one offering, he hath 
perfected for ever them that are sanctified. 
(z) And though we may fall into divers 
temptations, yet count it all joy, says the 
Apostle, knowing this, that the trying of 
your faith worketh patience. But let pa- 
tience have her perfect work, that ye maybe 
perfect and entire, wanting nothing. If any 
lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth 
to all liberally, and upbraideth not; and it 
shall be given him. But observe what he 
further says, we must ask in faith, nothing 
wavering, (a) As every good gift and eveiy 
perfect gift is from above, and cometh down 
from the Father of lights, (6) who is the 
Father of all, and above all, and through 
all, and in all, whose eyes are over all, to 
give every one according to his way; and 
according to the fruit of his doings; and to 

(z) Heb. 10. 14. (a) James, 1. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 
(b) James, 1. 17* 
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om we must look if we wish to be saved. 

I He will pour water upon him that is 
rsty, and floods upon the dry ground; he 

II give us eternal life, after we have done 
th the things of time, if we have fought 
3 good fight and kept the faith. If we 
ve in our imaginations sailed to Ophir, 
3 we are aware, to that city the street of 
rich is pure gold, and as it were trans- 
rent glass, which is that love of which 
hn the Divine speaks, when he says, God 
love; and he that dwelleth in love dwell- 
i in God, and God in him. (d) We 
ist for a short time, like Israel, keep tra- 
iling forward from Ezion-Gaber to Ka- 
ah; that is Holiness: keeping in view 
b promise; that if we faitit not, we shall 

last gain the haven of rest, where the 
emy will not be able to enter and assault 
. For the Lord will be our defence; and 
3 Holy One of Israel our King, (e) 

Jen 32. 19. (d) Uohn, 4. 16. (e) Ps. 89. 18. 
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And they removed from Ezion-Gnber, and pitched in the 
Wilderness of Zin, which is Kadesh. 

ZIN, a 11101119 sharp pointed, piercing, 
cold as snow, penetrative, and Kadesh, to 
separate or set apart, to sanctify. (Levit ^ 
c. 20. 24, 26.) We find also that Kadesh 
was one of the six cities of refuge. (Joshua, 
chap. 20. 7.) 

May we, while in this desert of Zin, 

Be sever'd from Sin, 
And be sanctified wholly to God and the Lamb. 

We find, in the history of this Journey, 
which was in the first month of the fortieth 
year after the departure of the Israelites 
from Egypt, the occurrence of sharp trials 
and temptations. It was here that Miriam, 
one of their leaders, died ; (f) and here 
they murmured for want of water for them- 

(/) Micah, 6. 4. 
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5 and their cattle, and gathered them- 
3 together against Moses and Aaron ; 
i murmuring and impatient spirit was 
>rn in their flesh, the messenger of 

to buffet them in their wants, to cause 
ntent, and weaken their obedienoe, 
;o grieved the good spirit of the Al- 
ly. So that this wilderness of Zin 
:, in a metaphorical sense, be called a 

or piercing dart which wounded and 
ed' their minds, forgetting, as we too 
do, that he who remembered them in 
tys of their youth, who went with them 
? wilderness, in a land that was not 

could likewise bring them forth water 
f the flinty rock. He who at the be- 
lg only spake and it was done ; who 
landed, and it stood fast ; and whom 
dw find commanding Moses to take 
k! and to speak to the rock, and it 
i give forth his water, which it did, 
le people and their cattle drank. But 
s, in the bitterness of his spirit, smote 

Bb 
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Ac rock twice, instead of only speaking to 
it ; for which it appears he was excluded 
with his brother Aaron from entering into 
die promised land with the congregation; 
because, says Ae Almighty, "ye bettered 
me not; to sanctify me in die eyes of die 
children of IsraeL" (g) 

Zin signifies also shield, cold, so says 
Solomon, " As the cold of snow, in the 
time of harvest, so is a faithful messenger 
to them that send him; for he refreshed! 
the soul of his masters." (h) This cooling 
stream would, no doubt, cool and refresh 
them. It was prefigurative of Christ, the 
smitten Rock, whose spirit strengthens us; 
and enables us to repel those fiery darts of 
the enemy, and to overcome him, by taking 
the shield of faith. 

May we then be so adorned with this 
shield of faith, that we may proceed to 
Kadesh, sanctification, separate from sin- 
ners ; as the Israelites strove with the Al- 

(r) Num. SO. 8, 12. (JQ ProY. 25. 13. 
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mighty, and' he was sanctified in them. 
Doubtless, at the sight of the rock being 
turned into a standing water, and the flint 
into a fountain of waters, their murmurings 
and unbelief would cease, and his great 
and glorious name and power excite in their 
minds holy awe and gratitude for his good- 
ness and bounty in miraculously supplying 
than in that land of drought and heat 
And ought it not daily to create in us 
thankfulness for the numerous mercies and 
favours that we receive ; who are so un- 
worthy of the least of them ? Let us fear 
only lest our iniquities should separate be- 
tween us and our God, and lest our sins 
should hide his face from us: but let us 
come out, and be separate from every thing 
that would defile us, that we may be re- 
ceived. Blessed are ye, says our Holy 
Redeemer, when men shall hate you, and 
when they shall separate you from their 
company, and shall reproach you, and cast 
out your name as evil, for the Son of Man's 
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sake; Rejoice ye in that day, ajwl leap fof 
joy; for behold, your reward is great inhea* 
yen: for in the like manner did their fathers 
imto the prophets, (t) Let us come to this 
true state of resignation to the divine will, 
that oar own may be entirely aaiihihrted 
and subdued ; that we may escape thcfte 
murrtnrrings and separations from that pre- 
sence, which is a light unto our feet, and 
by which we shall be led as to those spiri- 
tual refreshments, and that reck which 
followed our fathers, and of which they 
drank, and that rock was Christ ; (j) and 
which will be in us a well springing up into 
everlasting life, (k) 

As this station may properly be called 
Holiness, the Great Jehovah having wrought 
so much in it for the sanctifying of his 
adorable name, may we then worship him 
in the beauty of holiness, and give unto 
him the glory due unto bis name, that we 
may fear before him. For he cometh to 

(0 Lake 6. 2*, 23. (j) 1 Cor. 10. 4. (ft) John, 4. 14. 
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udge the earth; he shall judge the world 
with righteousness, and the people with his 
truth. And before him shall be gathered 
all nations : and he shall separate them 
one from another, as a shepherd divideth 
his sheep from the goats : and he shall set 
the sheep on his right hand, but the goats' 
on the left (I) Who then shall separate 
us from this lore of our Redeemer ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril or sword ? 
(says the Apostle), nay, in all these things 
we are more than conquerors through him 
that loved us: (m) for upon Mount Zion 
shall be deliverance, and there shall be 
holiness; and the house of Jacob. shall 
possess their possessions, (n) 

They feel the bliss that hope and faith supply, 
They pass serene th* appointed hours that bring; 
. The day that wafts them to the realms on high, 
The day that centres in eternal spring. 



(I) Matt 25. 32, 33. (m) Rom. 8. 35, 37. 

(») Obad. 17. 
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And they removed from Kadeak, tad pitched in Mount Hor 7 
in the edge of the land if Edam. 



WE read in the 20th chap, of Numbers, 
y. 23, that the Lord spake onto Moses and 
Aaron in this Mount, saying, Aaron shall 
be gathered unto his people ; take Aaron 
and Eleazar his son, and bring them op 
unto Mount Hor ; and strip Aaron of his 
garments, and put them upon Eleazar his 
son. But can we bid adieu or take a 
final leave of Aaron, this saint 6f the Most 
High, without beholding in him, as in a 
figure, Jesus the Great High Priest of 
our profession? How seasonable and di- 
vinely solemn was his call to his work? 
With what a great measure of the unction 

4 

of the Holy One, and purity of nature was 
he prepared for it. By his miracles; as 
we read of the influence of the gospel 
rod of his strength in subduing his oppo- 
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*ers, &c. And as this Eleazar was a type 
>f Christ, as his name signifies, the help 
>f God, or of the Strong God, and of 
whom the prophet speaks, when he says, 
* And I will clothe him with thy robe, and 
strengthen him with thy girdle, and I will 
commit thy government into his hand : and 
le shall be a father to the inhabitants of 
Ferusalem, and to the house of Judah. 
ind the key of the house of David will I 
ay upon his shoulder; so he shall open 
ind none shall shut; and he shall shut and 
lone shall open. And I will fasten him as 
i nail in a sure place; and he shall be for a 
glorious throne to his father's house. And 
ill the glory thereof shall they hang upon 
lim. (o) Neither shall the priests the Le- 
rites want a man before me to offer burnt 
>fferings, and to kindle meat offerings, and 
to do sacrifice continually, (p) For the 
law having a shadow of good things to come, 
ind not the very image of the things, can 

(«) Isai. 22. 21, 22, 23, 24. (j>) Jer. 33. 18. 
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never with those sacrifices make the comers 
thereunto perfect (?) For the law made 
nothing perfect, bat the bringing in of a 
better hope did ; by the which we draw 
nigh unto God. (r) Through whom we are 
brought out of this spirit of slavery, justified 
and sanctified and led up through this 
wilderness world, through all our doubts 
and fears, into that Canaan above, whicfc 
neither Moses the representative of the latf, 
nor Aaron the representative of the priest- 
hood and its sacrificial rites, could do; bat 
Joshua, the lively type of our Saviour and 
Redeemer, was to bring the Israelites into 
the possession of the promised land; and 
it is Christ alone that can bring those who 
believe in his name into that rest which re- 
mains for them who are made free from sin 
and become servants of the Most High; 
whose fruit is unto holiness, and the end, 
everlasting life, (s) 

(9) Heb. 10. 1. (r) Heb. 7. 19. («) Rom. 6. 22. 
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Aodording to the command that Moses 
ceived, so we find that he stripped Aaron 
" his garments, and put them upon Eleazar 
s son ; and Aaron died in the top of the 
crant on the first day of the fifth month, 
ling one hundred and twenty-three years 
i. This death of Aaron's signified the 
ssing away of the Levitical priesthood, 
d the investment of Eleazar, the arising 
another priest, who is made not after the 
¥ of a carnal commandment, but after the 
wer of an endless life, because he con- 
iueth for ever, and hath an unchangeable 
lesthood. (t) It is by his arising, quick* 
ing, and adorning the immortal seed in 
r hearts, that Christ is formed in us the 
pe of glory, working in us humility, meek- 
38, patience, and charity out of a pure 
irt, which is the bond of perfectness. 
3m hence proceeds those divine emana- 
ns of light and love, leading us to that 

(0 Heb. 7.16, 8 4. 

c c 
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pare fountain of justice and mercy, from 
whence we receive constant support, and 
are assisted in the time of need. For be is 
able to save to die uttermost all thai cone 
ante God by him. But he that thiakethhe 
atandeth must take heed le»t he 6dL Hen 
we find continued courage and depcndance 
upon the Great I am necessary. No sooner 
is Eleasar arisen to the priesthood, thsa 
king Arad the Canaanite came out against 
Israel and took some of them priaooecs. 
We find that this Arad was one of the kings 
that Joshua smote afterwards, whose name 
signifies a wild ass. (ti) Job, we read, 
compares the spirit that worketh in the 
children of disobedience to the wild asses 
of the desert, (v) It is this enemy of souls 
which rules orer all that are self-willed 
and remain in their wild unbroken nature, 
and is the king of all the cbikken of pride. 
No sooner did Herod hear of .the birth of 

(u) Joshv 12. 14. (v) Job, 24. 5. 



203 

ur Saviour, than he was ready to destroy 
im. 

This evil spirit is continually going 
bout, to seek whom he may destroy or as- 
ault with s temptations and affliction, to 
aise unbelief and sometimes almost pro* 
luce despondency of mind; so that the 
•lire spring of consolation and living virtue 
rhich has been newly raised in our hearts 
as almost ceased to flow. Let us then 
ry unto the Almighty as Israel did, and 
►ay our vows unto him who ought to be 
dared, that we .may by our resolutions and 
arnest supplications be able to withstand 
Ei the evil day, and having done all to 
tand. (w) 

(w) Eph. 6.13. 
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And they departed fnnn Mount Hor, and pitched t» 

monah. 



ZALMONAH,fromTzelem, anlnu 
an external form. 

I see all we who live are nothing else" 
But empty phantasms or shadows vain. 

As a dream when one awaketh ; so, O L 
when thou awakest, thou shalt despise t 
image, (x) Here we find the Israelites 
to compass the land of Edom: and the 
of the people was much discouraged hea 
of the way. And they spoke against ( 
and against Moses, for want of bread 
water. And the Lord sent fiery serp 
among them; and they bit them; so 
many died.* 

* These serpents were probably of the praes 
dipsas species, the bite of which, especially the ft 
occasions a violent inflammation of the whole bod; 
a fiery appearance of the countenance, and the 
occasioned thereby must be great. Herodotus was 

(*) Ps. 73. 20. 
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May we not think it equally as probable 
;hat the same Almighty Being, who com- 
tnanded Moses to make a fiery serpent, 
and set it upon a pole for the people that 
were bitten to look upon and live ; should 
also, for their chastisement and rebellion, 
send these serpents among them to destroy 
them ; after the manifold proofs they had 
had of his mercies, and of so long continu- 
ance; despising the pleasant land, and 
believing not his word. ( y) 

Ought not this to be an awful warning 
to us not to tempt Christ, as some of them 
also tempted ; (z) for as they had to com- 
pass the land of Edom, so must we through 
much tribulation enter into the kingdom of 
God. (a) Though in the world we may 

serpents preserved in the Egyptian temples, which had 
wings resembling those of the bat. 

When, lo ! unseen the secret venom spreads, 
And every nobler part at once invades; 
Swift flames consume the marrow and the brain, 
And the scorch'd entrails rage with burning pain; 
Upon the heart the thirsty poisons prey, 
And drain, the sacred juice of life away. 

(y) Ps. 106. 34. (z) 1 Cor. 10. 9. (a) Acts, 14. 22. 
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have tribulation, yet in me, says our Holy 
Redeemer, ye might have peace. Be of good 
cheer; I have overcome the world, (b) 
We find that the Israelites came to Moses 
and acknowledged that they had sinned 
not only against the Lord, but against Urn; 
therefore Moses interceded for them. So 
also, if we return and enquire early after 
our God, he will be found of us, and gnat 
our requests. Look unto me, saith he, and 
be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for 
I am God, and there is none else, (c) The 
wrath of the Almighty endured not for ever 
-towards the Children of Israel; but they 
were troubled for a small season, that they 
might be admonished, having a sign of sal- 
vation, to put them in remembrance of the 
commandment of his law. For be that 
turned himself toward it was not saved by 
the thing that he saw, but by thee ; who 
art the Saviour of all. (d) 

(©) John, 16. S3. (c) Iaai. 45, ft. 

(d) Wisdom of SoL 16. 6,7. 
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•■- Aa the Israelites repented when they 
Midd the brazen serpent, and were healed; 
M we as sinners most look to oar Saviour 
for salvation ; we must humble ourselves 
«ader the mighty power of the Great Jeho- 
vah, and torn from sin. I will, saith the 
Almighty, by the Prophet Zechariab, poor 
upon the house of David, and upon the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace, 
ttnd of supplications : and they shall look 
«po» me whom they have pierced, and they 
shall mourn for him as one nourneth for 
his onjy son. (e) And as the brazen ser- 
pent was referred to by our Lord, when be 
says, " And as Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, even so must the Son of 
•Man be lifted up; that whosoever believeth 
in him, should not perish but have eternal 
life. (/) As this remedy was provided for 
the healing of the Israelites, so have we 
salvation provided for us through faith in 
the blood of his Son. And as they, by 

(e) Zech. 12. 10. (f) John, 3. 14, 1&. 
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looking upon it, were healed, and di 
so if we believe in our Lord Jesus ( 
we shall not perish but have eterm 
But we cannot suppose that it coi 
any virtue in this image that could he 
Children of Israel, brass* being pern 
to persons bitten by serpents. Thei 
can we for a moment doubt that it w$ 
thing less than the invisible power < 
Great Jehovah that healed the people 
it is not the cross of Christy or. his 
crucified, but the pardon he has pure 
for us by his blood, revealed unto us 1 
powerful operations of his holy spirit 
can save us. We must believe that 
the Christ, and with full expectation 
healing power, or we cannot be s 
And if we walk in the light, as he is i 
light, we have fellowship one with an< 
and the blood of Jesus Christ cleanse 

* Being in all its preparations, says Par 
accounted poisonous. See under the Hebrew 
Nacfaash. 
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from all sin; (g) If the consolations of this 
divine and holy spirit be withheld from us 
apparently for a time, in order to wean us 
from all outward things, that we may live 
by that faith and deep resignation, knowing 
.that our Helper only retires for a short time 
to try us, but not to forsake us. He alone 
being in us the hope of glory, and the only 
rock of our salvation ; to whom we must 
resign ourselves fully till he shall appear : 
who will, as the Good Shepherd, protect us 
from the fiery darts of the enemy in this 
howling wilderness, and come to witness 
that beautiful prophecy of the Messiah, 
fulfilled in our souls, a man shall be an 
hiding place from the wind, and a covert 
from the tempest; as rivers of water in a 
dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in 
a weary land. (A) 

Be this thy brazen bulwark of defence, 
< Still tor preserve thy conscious innocence, 
And ne'er turn pale with guilt. 

(g) 1 John, 1. 7. (A) Isai. S3. *. 

Dd 
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And ihey departed frmn Zalmo**k, m*i pitched in fNmw. 
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PUNON, m precwas atone; or thtf 
beholds as a personin distress, ml lapwing 
as we say, which way to tain. Same flop- 
pose it was at this frface wtara the metd 
was procured for the bmawn serpaat, msitis 
situated in Idumea, and a {dace famsaifec 
brass mines ; and also being near AeqpWK 
ceding station Zahaoaah. Wkmm Honai 
the EzraMte prayed, he said ia febdigtmK, 
"Thy fierce wrath gaethwer me; <hytor- 
rors have cut me off." («') Who among ns 
can stapd before this Holy Jjord <God? fie 
whose great favours «nd tremendous jadf- 
ments are often so closely ^connected. If 
we wish more intimate fellowship with inn, 
let us hearken more closely to the still small 
voice, that we may not -be pressed -out of 

<0 Vs. 88. 16, 



an 

measure, above strength* that we despair 
even of life. This afiictioa ef soul and 
perhaps body too may be a dispcnsatioa 
from the Abuighty* the design of which the 
Apeetk expressly shews, wheat he says, 
'f We had the sentence of death in our- 
pelves, that we should not trust in ourselves* 
but in God who raiaeth the dead." (j) If 
Wt in oar severe tribulation, such, as the 
Israelites were in when in Punon > took 
upon him whom we hare pierced and who 
aho is our Resurrection and Life, who is 
the Great Restorer of soul and body, and 
whose name is as ointment poured forth ; 
we shall love him as the Great Physician 
of value, the. only Sovereign Balm to the 
soul ; who by his blood and spirit heals all 
our spiritual sicknesses. Therefore, O thou 
afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not com- 
forted, behold I will lay thy stones with 
fair colours, and lay thy foundations with 
sapphires, (k) 

(J) 2 Cor. 1. 9. (k) Isai. 54. 11. 



212 

Let us not then despise the chastening 
of the Almighty while travelling through 
this land of scorpions and drought, but be 
willing to journey with Israel from one 
station to another, till we. gain our land of 
rest of which their Canaan was a type. 
For whom the Lord loveth he corrected, 
even as a father the son in whom he de- 
lighteth. As wisdom is more precious thai 
rubies : and all the things that we can de- 
sire are not to be compared unto her : let 
us then walk in her ways which are ways 
of pleasantness, and all her paths whick 
are peace. (I J 

(0 ProT. & IS. 15, 17. 
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And they departed from Pun&n, and pitched in Oboih. 

OBOTH, from Ab, to swell, distend ; 
tfnd Abeth, the spirit of divination, a fa- 
miliar spirit. We find that the Lord spake 
by Moses to the Children of Israel, saying, 
regard not them that have familiar spirits, 
neither seek after wizards, to be defiled 
by them : I am the Lord your God. (m) 
Therefore, sanctify the Lord of Hosts him- 
self; and let him be your fear, and let him 
be your dread, says the prophet. And 
when they shall say unto you, seek unto 
them that have familiar spirits, and unto 
wizards that peep and that mutter : should 
not a people seek unto their God ? for the 
living to the dead ? (w) 

He who was the Great Lawgiver, and 
whose divine presence went with the Is- 

(m) Lev. 19. SI. (n) Iaai. 8. 13, 19. 
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raelites through the wilderness, appeared 
while in Oboth to be obscured from then 
view; as the blazing meteors in the evening 
grey, are for a time bid from our eyes, by 
the darkening cloud that intervenes betwea 
us and them, though they shine with equal 
splendour in the vaulted sky. We, lib 
they, are tempted to disobey the positive 
injunctions of our God, and neglect tin 
weightier matters of the law, judgmori, 
mercy, and faith, which we ought to regard* 
and to walk by faith, not by sight; for 
if we are at home in the body, we shaB be 
absent from the Lord. O that we may pat 
on the whole armour of God, that we inaj 
be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness 
of this world, against spiritual wickedness 
in high places, (o) As faith without work* 

(•) Eph. 6. 11, 12. 
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» dead, so i* the body without the spirit 
Therefore believe not every spirit, bat try 
be spirits whether 4bey are of God : every 
pint that cenfesseth that Jesus Christ is 
ioroe kithe<eshis ofOod; and even now 
ilready is it in the world ; because greater 
• lie tihat is in yon than lie that is in 
hewofM. (p) 

If we are favoured, wfciie travelling 
hrough this vale of temptations and en- 
iha&tments, with the presence of the Most 
ligh; and if he deigns to be our rear- ward, 
vho makes his angels spirits and his mi- 
listers a flame of fire ; and if he gives his 
ingels charge concerning ns to keep ns in 
ill our ways, ought it not to excite humble 
pratitude in our minds, and to inspire us 
vith holy confidence, that we may press 
brward; and not to be tempted when under 
t strait or difficulty, like Saul, even after 
le thought he had destroyed all those that 

GO 1 John, 4. 1, ?, 3, 4. 
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had familiar spirits, to ask counsel of them, 
for which sin, and not keeping the word of 
the Lord, he was slain and his kingdom 
turned unto David? (q) But we most 
enquire of him, who alone will answer us; 
who will be with us in trouble ; and will 
deliver us. Wait on the Lord ; and then 
shall we be strengthened in the inner, man, 
and by his holy and divine spirit encouraged 
to praise him for the past, and bow witk 
submission to whatever may be our allot- 
ment for the future. Wait, I say, on the 
Lord, (r) 

(q) 1 Chro. 10. 13, 14. (r) Ps. 27. 14. 
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And tkey departed from Oboth, and pitched in Ijc- Abort*. 

IJE-AJBARIM, from Nava, heaps, tu- 
mulous or small hills : probably near some 
of the fords of Jordan ; or heaps of Aba- 
rim; or passages, passengers. As the 
lather of all those who were now passengers 
or pilgrims, passing from one place to 
another, till their settlement in Canaan, 
and who confessed themselves to be stran- 
gers and pilgrims upon earth, plainly de- 
claring thereby that they sought a better 
country, that is to say, an heavenly, (s) 
So of Abraham in particular, the epithet 
pilgrim or sojourner is applied, and from 
thence, Hebrew became the distinguishing 
appellation of the holy family and people 

(f) Gen. J3. 4, 47, 9. Heb. 11. 8, 9, 10, 13, 16. 

E e 



218 

descended from him. (f) In this place it 
appears they were in die border of Moab, 
and were similarly tempted to fear as Jacob 
was when he heard of his brother Esau 
coming to meet him with four hundred men. 
(u) Hope, when deferred, maketh the heart 
sick, says Solomon; so we, through the 
withdrawing of the presence of the great I 
am, do not see our way clearly, but are as 
pilgrims in a dreary desert, seeing a variety 
of tracts or ways crossing each other, not 
knowing which to take ; or, coming to a 
river where there are several fords or pas- 
sages, some apparently dangerous, being 
directed by different guides, who all pretend 
to say the passage they recommend is the 
right one, doubtless causes a confusion in 
the mind which path to take for the safest 
But if we, when in this strait, exercise the 
faith which Abraham did, who against hope 
believed in hope ; and have the God of 

(0 Gen. 39. 14, 40, 1 •», 43, 32. Exod. 2. 6, 11, 3, 18. 

(k) Gen. 32. 7. 




Jacob for bur help ; and our hope in him, 
who made heaven and earth, the sea and 
all that therein is ; who keepeth truth for 
$ver ; who openeth the eyes of the blind ; 
we shall be enabled to see a way where we 
could not see any before, and that a sura 
one ; and to him alone must we look to be 
guided aright ; for he leadeth the blind by 
a way they know not. 

Let us not trust in ourselves, but in him 
who is good, and a strong hold in the day 
of trouble, (v) If we endeavour as far as 
possible, by a total mortification of those 
passions and evil propensities in our nature, 
which only lead to strife and confusion; 
and in deep humiliation, supplicate our 
heavenly father for a portion of that holy 
spirit, by which we shall all be taught of 
him, denying ourselves, and taking up our 
daily cross, we shall be enabled to discern 
between that which savours of his spirit 

(*) Nali. 1. 7. 
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end that which does not (w) Any ttnp* 
tation or impression that leads its not to 
Christ crucified, nor to the Scriptures that 
testify of him, we must resolve in our minds 
to reject ; fully committing ourselves into 
his hands who alone can keep the etoj*, 
for except he doth, says the Psalmist,, the 
watchman waketh but in vain, (x) May 
we through perseverance under the crow, 
and having our senses exercised to discern 
both good and evil ; (y) come experimefr* 
tally to feel the truth of that maxim, "The 
path of the just is as a shining light, that 
shineth more and more unto the perfect 
day." (z) 

(u>) John, 6, 45. (*) Ps. 127. 1. (y) Htb. 5. 14 

(*) Prov. 4. 18. 
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And they departed from Jim, and pitched in Dibon~G*i. 

DIBON, from Di, sufficient or suffi* 
ciency; and Ben, understanding, discern- 
ing; and Gad, a troop or band. Dibon- 
Gad, supposed to be the same as Dibon in 
Num. 32. 34. situated on the Brook Arnon, 
which was possessed by the Gadites after' 
their conquest of Sihon and Og kings of 
the Amorites, and which had been a city 
belonging to the Moabites, who reposses- 
sed it, as they seem to have occupied 
it in the days of Jeremiah, (a) Jacob in 
blessing his sons said, Gad, a troop shall 
overcome him, but he shall overcome at 
the last : (6) and we find he was one who 
offered to pass over before the other tribes 
into the land of Canaan, (c) 

(«) Jer. 48. 15, 20. (b) Gen. 49. 19. 

(c) Nam. St. 31. 
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We had in the last station doubtings 
and confusions, but now we come to the 
strong for strength in Dibon-Gad, whose 
grace is sufficient for us, who also giveth 
power to the faint ; and to them that have 
no might he increaseth strength, (d) As 
when the day dawns, the clouds disperse, 
yielding to the influence of the rising sun ; 
so when he, the great purifier of our souls, 
sheds his enlivening presence, the drooping, 
doubting spirit is refreshed and invigorated. 
New degrees of light and life arise, whereby 
we are enabled more clearly to discern the 
subtle insinuations of the enemy, and to 
guard against his approaches more firmly, 
by having on the shield of faith, and the 
breast-plate of righteousness. We are 
kept by the power of God through faith 
unto salvation, ready to be delivered in the 
last time. Wherein, says the Apostle, ye 
greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if 
need be, ye are in heaviness through mani- 

(<*) Isai* 40. *9. 
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fold temptations: that the trial of your 
faith, being much more precious than of 
gold that perisheth, though it be tried with 
fire, might be found unto praise and honour 
and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ; 
whom having not seen ye love ; in whom, 
though now ye see him not, yet believing, 
ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory : receiving the end of your faith even 
the salvation of your souls, (e) Therefore 
be strong in the Lord, and in the power 
of his might, (f) He that dasheth and 
breaketh in pieces is at hand ; therefore 
let us keep the munition, watch the way, 
and make our loins strong, and be fortified 
with the power of the Most High, (g) (For 
the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, 
but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strong holds ;) casting down ima- 
ginations, and every thing that exalteth 
itself against the knowledge of God, and 

(e) 1 Pet. 1. 5 to 9. (/) Eph. 6. 10. 

O) Nah. J. l. 
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bringing into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Christ (A) May we then 
with this sword of the spirit be enabled to 
overcome all our spiritual enemies which 
would rob us of our peace, for he is our 
peace, >who hath made both one, and hath 
broken down the middle wall of partition 
that he might reconcile both unto God in 
one body by the cross, having slain the en- 
mity thereby; for through him we both have 
access by one spirit unto the Father, (t) 

(&) S Cor. 10. 4, 5. (0 Eph. *. 14, 16, 18* 
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And thpy removed from Dibon-Gad, and encamped in 
Almon- Diblathaim. 



ALMON-DIBLATHxlIM, from Na- 
irn, a secret, hidden thing. He (God) 
ath made every thing beautiful in its sea- 
on : but he hath even put such obscurity 
a the midst of them, that man cannot find 
•ut the work that God doth from beginning 
o end. (j) 

" The ways of heav'n are dark and intricate, 
" Puzzled in mazes, and perplex'd with errors ; 
" Our understanding traces them in vain, 
" Lost and bewilder'd in the fruitless search ; 
" Nor sees with how much art the windings run, 
" Nor where the regular confusion ends." 

Addison, 

*Vho is this, says Job, that hideth counsel 
vithout, or beyond (human) knowledge? (k) 
neaning that Jehovah does so. This Al- 
non-Diblathaim signifies the hidden, or 
ying hid of cakes of figs ; or as Beth-Dib- 

(j) Eccles. 3. 11. (*) Job. 42. 3. 

Pf 
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lathaim, mentioned in Jeremiah* the house 
of dry figs, (I) whieh was a city or place 
in the territories of Moab ; bat now in the 
possession of the Gadites, and the children 
of Reuben, and the half tribe of Manassah. 
(m) Though we find the spies brought up 
an evil report of the land they went to 
search, yet they acknowledged by the fruit 
that they brought, which were grapes, pome- 
granates, and figs, that it was a land 
flowing with milk and honey, (n) Moses 
encouraged and animated the Israelites, 
not only to obedience, but perseverance*, to 
go forward and possess the land of wheat, 
and barley, and vines, and figtrees; (o) 
which no doubt they considered were not 
only very grateful, and pleasant to the taste, 
but wholesome, which we may perceive fay 
their murmuring, (p) 

We read that Abigail by her wisdom 
pacified David, and prevented the shedding 

(l) Jer. 48. 22. (m) 1 Kings, 15. 29. 

(n) Norn. 13. 27. (•) Dent. 8. ft. (p) Numb. 20. 5. 
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of blood, by taking two hundred cakes of 
figs, &c. for the refreshment of himself, and 
the young men that followed him. (q) Cakes 
of figs also were a part of the entertainment 
at Hebron, when the people went with a 
perfect heart, to make David king over all 
Israel, (r) Isaiah the prophet commanded 
that a lump of figs should be laid upon 
Hezekiah's boil, and it is said he recovered. 
(*) Though they may give ease to the 
flesh suffering under any tumour, in bringing 
it to a ripeness, which it is said they do, 
yet it was without doubt by the divine 
power that Hezekiah was healed ; for the 
Almighty commanded the prophet to turn 
again, and tell him, the captain of my 
people, the Lord, the God of David thy 
father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen 
thy tears ; behold I will heal thee. Thus 
that hidden man of the heart can heal all 
our diseases, by his divine and spiritual 

(9) 1 Sam. 25, &c. (r) 1 Chro. 12. 38, 40. 

(*) 8 Kings, 20. 5. 



will he mr sweet to 
the mri, won eratefal to the spirit, aid 
to the mind, whew bowed dmn 



cakes of figs can be to the healing of die 
body or sweet to the taste. 

Dwelling under our own Tine and fig 
tree, represents in Script are a time of hap- 
piness, prosperity and safety, as Jodah and 
Israel did all the days of Solomon from 
Dan even to Beer-sheba. (/) May we then 
enjoy that peace individually, and none 
shall make us afraid. As our spiritual 
growth is set forth in the fig-tree putting 
forth her green figs, and the vines with the 
tender grape giving a good smell, so the 
Lord will cause righteousness and praise 
to spring forth. 

Joy warms the son], as when the vernal grain 
Lifts the green ear above the springing plain, 
The fields their vegetable life renew. 
And laugh and glitter with the morning dew. 

(0 1 Kings, 4. 25. 
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Let us get up early to the vineyards, says 
Solomon; (u) and those that seek me early 
shall find me. (v) And whatsoever thy 
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might ; 
for there is no work, nor device, nor know- 
ledge, nor wisdom in the grave, whither 
thou goest. (iv) 

Time glides away, and silent flow the years 
That bring old age. 

Therefore let us earnestly search and try 
our hearts, and examine ourselves, whether 
we are in the faith, whether the Rock of 
Ages is our rock, on whom we alone depend, 
and under whose shadow we can rejoice. 
While the day dawns may we lay up for 
our Beloved all manner of pleasant fruits, 
which are the fruits of the spirit; that God 
in all things may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ, to whom be praise and dominion 
for ever and ever. 

(it) Sol. Song, 7. 12. (c) Prov. 8. 17. (u>) Eccles. 9. 10. 
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j|*d tkty renmced from Almom-EHblatkaim, mmdpiUktii* 
the Mountains of Abarim, before Nebo. 

ABARIM,* from Abar, to pass over, 
passings over. This station may imply 
our preparing to pass from the outward 
letter and prophecy (as Nebo signifies to 
prophecy) into the spirit and power, from 
the letter which killeth to the spirit which 
giveth life ; that the spirit of him who raised 
up Jesus from the dead may dwell in us, 
quickening our mortal bodies thereby. 

While in this mount Abarim, may we 
endeavour seriously to prepare to pass from 

* It appears the Israelites came to this place after 
the overthrow of the Amorites, (see Numb. c. 21.) It 
was upon this mountain that Moses also died, after he 
had taken a view of the good laud which the Children 
of Israel were to possess; (Nam. 27. 12. Dent. St. 49.) 
and which was the same as Pisgah, mentioned in Dent 
34. 1. The mountains of Abarim are a long ridge of 
rocky, precipitous hills, which are continued along the 
coast of the Dead Sea ; and the ridge in this place had 
its name in all probability, from the passage of the Is- 
raelites, as it appears from the map of their Jonruies it 
was opposite to these that they passed the river Jordan 
into the land of Canaan : the highest part of which was 
Mount Nebo, nearly opposite Jericho, before which they 
now encamped. 
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ider this first covenant, which was given 
Moses, and the law by him, to the Is- 
elites, who was about to be taken from 
em, that Joshua might be their supreme 
jad and leader into the promised land ; 
id who was the type of him by whom 
ace and truth came ; who 

Still glides along, and will for ever glide. 

Tiich is that river, that will lead us to 
e fountain of everlasting bliss, where all 
ill know the Lord, from the least to the 
eatest. 

Yes the hour, the hour is basting, 

Spirit shall with spirit blend, 
Fast mortality is wasting, 

Then the secret all shall end ; 
Let the thought hold sweet communion ; 

Let us breathe the mutual prayei, 
Till in heaven's eternal union, 

Oh my friend! to meet thee there! 

Oh the hour when this material 

Shall have vanish'd like a cloud! 
And amid the wide etherial 

All the invisible shall crowd; 
All the naked soul surrounded 

With realities unknown, 
Triumphs in the view unbounded, 

Feels herself with God alone* 



Stottroee ¥Uf • b. 48. 



And they departed from the Mountain* of Abarim, and 
pitched in the Plains of Moot, by Jordan, 
near Jericho. 

HERE in this last station is enumerated, 
that Balak king of Moab, being greatly 
terrified, sends to Balaam, to come and 
curse the Israelites, who it appears was a 
covetous man, and loved the wages of un- 
righteousness, (a) He came, yet he dared 
not, though strongly tempted by riches and 
honours, go contrary to the command of 
the Almighty. But behold how he tried 
for the sake of these rewards to fulfil, as 
far as possible, the will of the king* of 
Moab ! (6) And are not too many in this 
day restrained from sinning against their 
Maker, merely through fear of his awful 
judgments being poured upon them? This 
too great a desire to our own w ills, instead 
of submitting to the commands of the Al- 
mighty with love, too frequently prevails ; 

(a) 2 Pet. 2. 14. 15. (6) Numb. 22. 23. 
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and did we not see his displeasure mani- 
fested therein, to what lengths should we 
go ? Let us then reflect for a moment, and 
ask whether we shall be able of ourselves, 
who are but poor finite beings, like even 
Balaam, to speak the word only, that the 
Lord putteth in our mouth ? No. I am 
persuaded we shall not be able to think a 
good thought, much more to speak what 
we are commanded ; but by the power of 
the Great Jehovah, and the mediation of 
his Beloved Son, we shall be enabled even 
to bless them that curse us, and to pray for 
them that despitefully use us, and perse- 
cute us. His love being manifested in our 
hearts, we not only love in word, but in 
deed and of a truth. And so we find that 
Balaam, after his eyes were opened, did 
no longer hearken to Balak for his reward 
which would only perish with the using, 
but he blessed the Israelites altogether, 

But to proceed : we find them pitched 
by Jordan from Betb-Je$imotb, even unto 

G S 



signifies to descend, be hvoogbt down, •" 
humbled. As tbe children of Isnel woe 
weeping and in a state of bmniKatisn am 
account of their late impure and iflegil 
transactions, (c) Ifeth-Jeshisothwasoae 
of the places that was allotted to Ac Bem- 
benites and signifies die house of desolation 
or of names ; (d) as it is related of the 
Moabites that they called the people unto 
the sacrifices of their gods, by which twenty- 
four thousand of them died in the plagae. 
(e) How truly are the words of the Apostle 
here verified : " That when Inst hath con- 
ceived, it bringeth forth sin : and sin, when 
it is finished, bringeth forth death." (f) 

Should not this be an awful warning to 
ns, not only stimulating ns to doable our 
diligence, that we may make our calling 
and election sure : but to guard our affec- 
tions against being fixed upon any thing: 

(c) Nam. 95. (d) Josh. IS. 15, JO. 

(«) Nam. t5. 9. (f) Janes, 1. 15. 
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save he who is the living God, who giveth 
us richly every thing to enjoy; that we 
may lay up for ourselves a good foundation 
against the time to come, that we may lay 
hold on eternal life, (g) Oh ! how happy 
should we be, if we did but know, or know- 
ing would enjoy true happiness. We who 
are cared for in every thing that we need, 
or that the Almighty in his wisdom sees 
good for us ; for we cannot of ourselves by 
taking thought add even the smallest out- 
ward thing to our true pleasure or gratifi- 
cation. Our principal study should be to 
endeavour to please our Heavenly Father, 
walking before him in sincerity, and with a 
perfect heart ; and then may we expect, if 
we rest solely upon him, that he will not 
only care for our souls, but bodies too; 
and he will preserve us while in this Abel- 
Shittim,* this desolate wastq, or plain of 

• "The Shittah Tree, or Shittim Wood, of which 
great part of the sacred furniture of the tabernacle was 

(«•) lTim. 6. 19. 
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thorns, that we may be enabled to overcome 
all strifes and contentions, as the Israelites 
did the Midianites. (A) Let us not cast 
away our confidence which hath great re- 
compence of reward. Bnt that after we 
have done the will of our Father we may 

made. (See Exod. 25. 5, 10, 13, 23.) Jerome says that 
this wood resembles the white-thorn; and it is of an 
admirable beauty, solidity, strength, and smoothness. 
It is thought he means the black acacia, which is, they 
say, the only tree found in the deserts of Arabia." Cal- 
met's Dictionary in Shittim : who observes farther, tbat 
this tree is very thorny, and even its bark covered with 
very sharp thorns, and hence perhaps it had the Hebrew 
name Sbittah, from making animals decline or tarn 
aside, lest they should be wonnded by it. To confirm 
the above interpretation, Dr. Shaw says, in his Travels, 
p. 144, note 9th, " The acacia being by much the 
largest, and the most common tree of these deserts (of 
Arabia Petraea) we have some reason to conjecture that 
the Shittim Wood, whereof the several utensils, &c. of 
the tabernacle were made, was the wood of the acacia, 
This tree abounds with flowers of a globular figure, and 
of an excellent smell, which may further induce us to 
take it for the same with the Shittah Tree, which in 
Isai. 41. 19. is joined with the myrtle and other sweet 
smelling plants." 

(a) Num. 31. 
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receive the promise. For yet a little while 
and he that shall come will come, and will 
not tarry, (i) 

Angels ! let the ransom'd stranger 

In your tender care be blest ; 
Hoping, trusting, free from danger, 

Till the trumpet ends her rest ; 
Till the trump which ends creation 

Through the circling heavens shall roll ; 
Till the day of consummation, 

Till the bridal of the soul. 

Can I trust a fellow-being, 

Can I trust an angel's care? 
Oh ! thou merciful All-seeing 

Beam around my spirit there. 
Jesus ! Blessed Mediator ! 

Thou the airy path hast trod ; 
Thou, the Judge, the Consumraator, 

Shepherd of the fold of God. 

We read that the five daughters of Zelo- 
phehad claimed an inheritance among their 
father's brethren, (j) Come then and let us 
claim one also; they may be considered as 
the five wise virgins, ( k) who are typical of 
those who while in their youth, health, and 

(i) Heb. 10. 35, 36, 37. (}) Num. 27. 

(&) Matt. 25. 10. 
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strength, make a wise provision* for their 
eternal and everlasting states. May they 
not be an encouragement to weak and feeble 
minds, who though they are orphans in this 
world will not be deprived of an heavenly 
inheritance? Leave thy fatherless children, 
says the Almighty by the prophet, I will 
preserve them alive ; and let thy widows 
trust in me. {I J There is neither male nor 
female in Christ Jesus: but as many as 
have been baptized into Christ have put 
on Christ, for we are all one in him. (m) 

The name of Zelophehad and his five 
daughters being very significant and de- 
scriptive of the state of those who are pass- 
ing or have passed from the shadow to the 
substance, perhaps it may not be thought 
deviating too much from the subject, if I 

* Archbishop Tillotson says, " Religion lays the 
strictest obligations upon men, to make the best provision 
for their comfortable subsistence in this world, and their 
salvation in the next." 

(0 Jer. 49. 11. (m) Gal. 3. 26, 27, 28. 
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endeavour to give the meaning of each name. 
Zelophehad signifies fear, or the object op 
shadow of fear or dread: for " are we not 
all born in this fear?" And who through 
fear of death, says the Apostle, were alt 
their life time subject to bondage; (n) and 
who also pass the time of our sojourn- 
ing here in fear, (o) Mahlah, the first 
daughter, Infirmity, to be faint in mind, or 
as concerned in our hearts for our unen- 
lightened state. Hope deferred maketh the 
heart sick : but when the desire cometh it 
is a tree of life, (p) N6ah, the second, to 
move, wander about as for help: to whom 
shall we when the heart is sick go for relief 
and comfort, but unto our Holy Redeemer, 
who alone can turn our sorrow into joy; as 
in Hoglah or Choglah, the third daughter's 
name, turning round, or about, or dancing 
for joy ; as David after his mourning over 
his soul says, For I shall yet praise him, 
who is the health of my countenance and 

(») Heb. J. IS. (•) l Pet. 1. 17. (p) Pror. 13. \% » 
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my God. (g) The fourth daughter, Mikah, 
a Queen: do we not partake of the gloats 
of him who makes us kings and priests unto 
God and his Father? (r) Happy then are 
these thy servants, which stand continually 
before thee, and that hear thy wisdom, said 
the Queen of Sheba to King Solomon; («) 
and which we may much more apply to the 
King of Kings, and they who are his ser- 
vants, partaking of his heavenly wisdom, 
that we may be presented unto him without 
spot or wrinkle, as Tirzah, the fifth daugh- 
ter, being well-pleasing, acceptable, in his 
divine sight 

To arrive at this state experimentally 
and habitually, is indeed a state much to 
be desired. It is the second covenant with 
power; the law of the Almighty written in 
our hearts; not with ink, but with his spirit, 
which is there shed abroad ; that we may 
rejoice in his love which is better than 
wine. Because of the savour of thy good 

(f) Pf. 42. 11. (r) Rev. 1.6. («) 1 Kin. 10. 8. 
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ointments thy name is afc oihtme'nt poxiieh. 
fotth, therefore do the virgins love thee, (t ) 
May we walk in this love, tihat we may be 
of the number of those wise virgins who 
provided oil in their lamps ready to eAt'er 
into the marriage, when he the great Bride- 
groom caHeth for us, whether at morn, at 
noon, or midnight ; where ifre may rejoice 
and sing 

" The Lord's at hand, our race is past, 

" We have in view the prize ; 
" Our Father's house we've gain'd at last, 

" And Jesus greets our eyes." 

Moses before his death had a pleading vie\V 
of the good land, and beSotight the Almighty 
to let him g6 over and £ee it ; but he was 
only permitted to behbld it from Pisgah's 
tojp ; he was riot t?6 pass dver Jordan, (u) 
Neither can the law bring us through thfe 
river of judgment or justice to the CAn&fth 
above, btit Jesus the author arid finisher tf f 
our faith, who fbr the joy that wad Set 



(0 Sol. Song, 1, 2, 3. («) Dent. 3. 25. 

Hh 



before him, endured the crocs, despised Ac 
shame, and is set down at die right hand 
of the throne of God. (r) 

Have we not seen even some in ow 
day, or read of those in years that are past, 
who like Moses had not only a pleasing 
view while in the body of the good land, 
but longed to go in and possess the Canaan 
above, as he did the earthly Canaan ; who 
have also been permitted to see glorious 
sights, which no tongue could utter, of that 
kingdom whither they were about to enter? 
See the closing scene of a Romaine, who 
studied nothing but the scriptures for the 
last thirty years of his life. A Harvey 
also, with eternity full in his view, wrote 
to a friend to tell him what were his senti- 
ments in that awful situation. " I have 
been too fond/' said he, " of reading every 
thing valuable and elegant that has been 
penned in our language, and been peculiarly 
charmed with the historians, orators, and 

(t>) Heb. IS. 2. 
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poets of antiquity: but were I to renew 
my studies, I would take leave of those 
accomplished trifles; I would resign the 
delights of modern wits, amusement, and 
eloquence, and devote my attention to the 
Scriptures of Truth. I would sit with much 
greater assiduity at my Divine Master's 
feet, and desire to know nothing in com- 
parison of Jesus Christ, and him crucified." 
Olympia Fulvia Morata likewise, who was 
one of the earliest and brightest ornaments 
of the Reformation, became so enamoured 
with the holy scriptures, after her heart 
was renewed by grace to discover their 
truth, that it is said she studied them by 
day and by night. John Earl of Rochester 
said, a few days before he died, Oh ! what 
unspeakable glories do I see ! What joys 
beyond thought or expression am I sensible 
of! I am assured of Gods mercy to me 
through Jesus Christ. See the accounts 
in Piety Promoted, particularly of a very 
young woman who died in prison for the 



244 

truth's sake, recorded in. th# first pajrt, pags 
94, of the modern edition, and many others 
equally worthy of attention ; which it would 
be well for each to read for themselves. 
that we may be encouraged to take up our 
daily cross, and follow the Lamb as they, 
did, through evil and good report, that at the 
last we may join them in the realms of bliss. 
How may we observe, in the journeying 
of the Children of Israel, that the Almighty 
appears every where and in every circum- 
stance on their behalf! What displays of 
his mercy and justice ! Have we then any 
reason to doubt for a moment that he who 
wrought such wonderful deliverances for 
them, remains the same to day as he was 
yesterday ; and will continue the same un- 
changeable for ever and ever ? What lan- 
guage can describe the glorious prospect 
Moses had when about to depart this life ; 
only read the song that he taught the 
Israelites, (w) 

(») Deut. 32. 2. 
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For when he speaks, wh^t elocution flows I 
Soft as the fleeces of descending snows. 

My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my 
speech shall distil as the dew, as the small 
rain, upon the tender h^rb, and as. thox 
sjiowers upon the grass. The Lprd alpne 
had kept them as the apple of his eye.. 
And as, an eagle fluttereth oyer, her, yoqng, 
sp will the influer^ces of that hply spirit 
which went with the Israelites enlighten, 
encourage, and strengthen, our minds ; for 
he maketh peace in, thy bprcjers, says the 
Psalmist, and filletb.thee with the finest: of 
the wheat, (x) 

In this station ^e fjqdthat Moses went 
to the top of Pisgah, a$d the Lprd shewed 
him all the land Qf.GUf^ unto D^n, &<c. 
and. there he died, according to the word of 
the Lord ; being a hundred and twenty year^. 
old ; only living eleven months after his 
sister Miriam. So that Moses, Aaron and 
Miriam all died in the space of * one yw» 

(*) Pj. 147. 14. 
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And there arose not a prophet in Israel like 
onto Moses, whom the Lord knew face to 
face. Bat is not he of whom he prophesied 
to whom we are to hearken, who is our 
Great Mediator which is in the bosom of 
the Father ! (y) a Prophet mighty in deed 
and word! whose yoke we must bear, if 
we wish for rest to our souls; for he is 
faithful that hath promised, and fully will 
he perform his promise. 

Whatever our condition may be ; whe- 
ther high or low, at home or abroad, in 
society or solitude, followed or neglected, 
may this be our monitor, this our guide, 
this our refuge — "the love of God shed 
abroad in our hearts ;" — " the fear of the 
Almighty is the beginning of wisdom ;" — 
"the peace of God passeth all understand- 
ing/' However easy, gentle, complying in 
other respects, where our religious princi- 
ples, where the testimony of a good con- 
science, where our duty to our Creator are 

(y) John, 1. 18. 
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concerned; be stedfast and immovable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord! 
Thus will youth be guarded, and beauty 
adorned; thus will society be sweetened, 
and solitude cheered ; thus will prosperity 
be sanctified, and adversity soothed ; thus 
will life, even to old age and decay, be 
rendered useful and respectable ; and thus 
will death and the grave be stripped of all 
their terrors. 

May we then forget those things which 
are behind, and reach forth unto those 
things that are before; resolving in our 
own minds, by the power of the great I am, 
to follow Joshua, (i. e.) Jesus, through Jor- 
dan or the baptism of sufferings, until we 
attain the true rest: for the time of our 
warfare is short ; the time of our victory is 
sure ; and the time of our triumph will be 
everlasting ; if we walk in the light as he 
is in the light, and have fellowship one 
with another; loving and beloved of the 
Lord J However distressed or dispersed, if 
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we are the children of the Most High, our 
new name and our new rtatnre will be one, 
and oar centre will be one, and this centre 
is lore; where high and low, rich and poor, 
taeet in blessed unity. 

Blessed! for uo foe can enter, 

And no friend departeth thence, 
Jesus is their sun, their centre, 

And their shield Omnipotence : 
Blessed ! for the Lamb shall lead them, 

All their tears shall wipe away, 
To the living fountains guide them, 

Till fruition's perfect day. 

Lo! it comes ; that day of wonder, 

Louder chorals shake the skies ; 
The gates of death are burst asunder, 

See the new-clothed myriads rise ; 
Thoughts repress the weak endeavour, 

Here must reason prostrate fall ! 
Oh ! the ineffable " For ever," 

And the eternal " All in All." 

J. Cvnder. 
FINIS. 
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